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REPORT OF THE 45TH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE AND THE 27TH CONFERENCE OF THE

AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION HELD IN ALGIERS,

ALGERTA, 27rH NOVEMBER- lsr DECEMBER, 2OO4

The 45th Session of the Executive Committee and the 27th

Conference of the African Parliamentary Union (APU) were held

in Algiers, Algeria at the Pa-lace of Nations Centre from 27th

November to 1"t December, 2OO4.

The Kenya Parliament was represented by the Hon. Daniel

Khamasi, MP /Leader of Delegation, the Hon. (Gen. Rtd )

Joseph Nkaisserry, MP and Mr. Mohamed A1i , Clerk Assistant

as the Secretary to the Delegation.

The National Groups of the following countries participated in
the Conference:

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,

Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Erypt, Equatorial

Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Libya,

Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, Sudan,

Togo, Tlrnisia, and Uganda.

The 45th Session of the Executive Committee took place on

27th and 28th November, 2OO4. The Speaker of the Nationa_l

1



Council Assembly of Algeria, H. E. Mr. Abdelkader Bensallah

and the Chairman of the African Parliamentar5r Union (APU)

Executive Committee, the Hon. BouBacar Ibrahim Keita

Chaired. The APU Secretaqr General, Mr. Abelgadir Abdalla

and the rapporteur of the Executive Committee, Mr. Ahmed

Rasslan were in attendance. The Report of the Executive

Committee is hereby attached (Appendix 1)

During the opening ceremony, the Hon. BouBacar Ibrahim

Keita welcomed the participants to the Conference. In his

speech, the Chairman of the African Parliamentary Union

(APU) Executive Committee welcomed the participants and

reminded the delegates that the Meeting of Algiers will be the

occasion for APU to asses the actions which the member

nations undertook according to the decisions and

recommendations of the last session.

The Chairman further urged the delegates to be able to emerge

with fruitful recommendations for a better responsibility for

the demands in the area of sustainable development in

member countries. The Speech by the APU Chairman is
appended (Appendix 2).

The Speaker of the National Council Assembly of Algeria, H. E.

Mr. Abdelkader Bensallah welcomed the delegates to Algeria

and deplored the conflict situation prevailing in some parts of
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the African continent and desired to see all conflicts in Africa

settled to the satisfaction of their peoples and in accordance

with the international law. The statement by the Speaker is

hereby appended (appendix 3)

The recommendations of the 44th Conference were considered.

Thereupon, the Chairman of the Executive Committee urged

member Nations to enforce the previous recommendations so

as to uphold the objectives of APU. Report on the

implementation of the recommendations of the Conference is

appended (Appendix 4)

The Secretar5r General of APU informed the delegates of a
request for observer status by the International Institute for

Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA). The Executive

committee resolved to postpone the consideration of this
request to its next Session. Report on the observer status

request is appended (Appendix 5)

The Committee further considered and adopted the annual

work programme, the draft budget for the financia-l year 2005

and draft agenda of tlte 27th Conference and draft agenda for

the 46th Session of the Executive Committee as appended

(Appendix 6)
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A meeting of women parliamentarians was held on Sunday

28th November 2OO4. During their deliberations, they

recommended among other things the harmon rzatton at the

level of the continent of assessment indicators linked to gender

equality, in particular those relating to Beijing platform. They

further requested for the setting up of a committee of Women

Parliamentarians within the African Parliamentary Union. A
Report on the resolutions of the women Parliamentarians is
appended (Appendix 7).

The 26th conference of the African Parliamentary Union was

officially opened by His Excellency the President of the

Aigerian Democratic and People's Republic, Hon. Abdelaziz

Bouteflika. In his opening remarks, he challenged the National

Parliaments to be in forefront in promoting good governance.

He further stated that National Parliaments should make

legislations that promote equitable international trade as it
determines Africa's common future from the economic and

social standpoint. The Speech is appended (Appendix 8).

The Speaker of the National Council Assembly of Algeria, H. E.

Mr. Abdelkader Bensa-l1ah was elected the President of the

Conference. The Delegates were also requested to nominate

two Members from the five major regions of the continent to

form a ten man group of Deputy Presidents. In this regard
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Kenya's Delegation was nominated to represent the Eastern

Africa region.

The Chairman and the Secretar5r General of the Executive

Committee presented a Report on the activities of the Union

for the past one year. The Report is appended (Appendix 9)

Two Committees were set up to consider and make

recommendations on item agenda as indicated below.

Committee 1 was to consider the following agenda items:

.E The promotion of good governance: role of African

Parliaments,

* Representation of African Women in the decision making

bodies: obstacles and strategies

Committee 2 was to consider the following agenda item:
a

..'. The role of African Parliaments in the promotion of an

equitable international trade

The Conference adopted the recommendations made by the

two Committees. The Reports of the two Committees are

shown as appendix 1O.
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Several Members made their contributions during the

Conference. Such contributions touched on many matters

including annual membership payment by individual national
groups, implementation of the conference recommendations

and the need for regional and continental co-operation. It was

resolved that Parliaments send their reports on their activities

periodically to the General Secretary for submission to the

Executive Committee.

National Participating groups were requested to nominate two

Members to constitute Members of the Executive committee.

In this regard Kenya Delegation nominated Hon. Daniel

Khamasi, MP and Hon. (Gen. Rtd.) Joseph Nkaisserry, MP.

The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held in
Luanda, Angola. The Executive Committee will decide the date

of the meeting and communicate with National groups, early

next year. The Speaker of the National Council Assembly of

Algeria, H. E. Mr. Abdelkader Bensallah was elected as the

Chairman of the Executive Committee, while the Speaker of

the Parliament of Ghana, Hon. Peter Ala Adjetey was elected

the Vice Chairperson and the post of the Rapporteur of the

Executive Committee was given to Congo group.

The 28th Conference of African Parliamentar5r Union \Mill be

held in Brazzavrlle, Congo. The Executive Committee will

6



decide the date of the meeting and communicate \Mith Nationa-l

groups, early next year.

The Conference was officially closed on T\resd"y, November 30,

2OO4 at 6.30 pm local time.

Signed.

Hon. Daniel Khamasi, MP

Leader of Delegation
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1 Report of the Executive committee of the African
entary Union

2 oflicial Speech by APU Chairman, Hon. Boubacar
Keita

t by the Speaker of the National Council
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on the implementation of the recommendations of
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5 on the obsenzer status request to the executive
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6 ua1 work programme, the draft budget for 2005 and
aft agenda for the 46u, Session of the Executive

ttee

on the resolutions of the African Women
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8 Official Speech of the President of the Algerian
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

45th Session of the Executive Committee
(Algiers, 27-28 November, 2004)

Repont of the Proceedings of the
45'h Session of the Executive Committee

The 45b Session of the Executive Committee of the African Parliamentary Union
(APU) was held at the Palais des Nations of Algiers. in Algeria, on 27 and 28

November 2004. The proceedings were conducted under the chairmanship of
l{onourable Ibrahim Boubacar KEITA, Speaker of the National Assembly of Mali and
current Chairperson of the Executive Committee.

FIc was assisted by the Speake'r of the Council of- Nirtion of the Algerian Republic.
LionoLrrable Abdelkader BENSALAH, the Speaker of the People's National Assernbly
of Algeria, I{onourable Amar SAIDANI, the rapporteur of the Executive Committee,
Mr. Ahrned RASSLAN and the Secretary General of the African Parliamentary Union.
Mr. Abdelgadir ABDALLA.

'I'ire delegates of the fbllowing parliarlents took part in the proceedings: Algeria.
Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso. Burundi, Cabo Verde, Catneroon. Democratic Republic
of Congo, Egypt, Equzrtorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Garbon. Giimbia, Ghana, Kenya. I-ibya.
Mali. Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Nieer, Senegal, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia and

lJganda.

The representatives of the Arab Inter-parliamentan, Union. the E,COWAS Parliament.
Pan African Parliarnent, Arab League and the African Development Bank also
participated in the 45th session of the Executive Comrnittee as observers.

l-Opening of the session

The Chairperson of the Executive Cornmittee opened the session by thanking the

Algerian authorities, particularly; the Council of Nation and the People's Natioiral
Assembly, for the wanrr welcome accorded the dclegates.
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He then hailed the Algerian people for the fight rvhich they were engaged in lor their
independence and for the hospitality which they provided African fighters.

Lastly, he requested the assembly to observe a minute silence in the memory of
Madam Joyce KGOALI, Speaker of the National Council of Provinces.

After this introduction note, the Chairperson of the Executive Committee gave the

floor to the Speaker of the Council of Nation, Honourrable Abdelkader BENSALAH.

The Speaker of the Council, in his welcome address, expressed his gratitude, on behalf
of the two Houses to all the delegations present in Algiers.

He then expressed his delight about the large number of delegates and the high level of
representation of parliaments, which is a source of pride for the Algerian people.

He also pointed out that the Algerian people are moving forward resolutely towards
reconciliation and democracy.

Finally, after having listed the agenda items of the Algiers session, the Speaker

deplored the situation prevailing in Cote d'Ivoire, Middle East, Iraq and in Palestine

and expressed the desire to see all these conflicts in Africa and in the rest of the world
settled to the satisfaction of their peoples and in accordance with the international law.

The Chairperson of the Exeoutive Cornrnittee, in his turn expressed his .happiness to be

in Algiers at the invitation of the Algerian National Group for the 45tl' session of the

E,xecutive Committee. FIe also extended his thanks to the Algerian National Group tbr
the warm welcome and the facilitics provided the delegates.

After having recalleci the agenda items of the 45tl' session, the Chairperson of the

Executive Committee explained to the delegates the resources which should be made

available to the Union fbr its bloom and for the upgradin-e of its actions of partnership

in order that the African parliamentarians can contribute effectively to thc

development of the continent.

II - Adoption of the agenda

On resumption, the Chairperson of the Executive Cornrnittee invited the Secretary

General to present the agenda which includes the following iterns:

l. Admission (s) and re-admission (s)

Consideration and implernentation of the recommendations of the Conference

Consideration and adoption of the annual work programme

2
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4 Consideration and adoption of the Draft budget for the financial year 2005
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5. Consideration and adoption of the draft agenda of the 27'h Conference

6. Draft agenda for the 46s Session of the Executive Committee

7. Date and venue pf the 46m Session of the Executive Committee

After the adoption of the agenda, the Executive Committee carried on with the
oonsideration of the different items.

III - Consideration of the agenda items

Ilem I : Observer status

The Secretary General read out the report on the request for the observer status
prepared by the International Institute for Dernocracy and Electoral Assistance

oDra;.

After the contributions of the delegates, the Executive Committee decided to adjourn
the consideration of this request to its next session and called on the General
Secretariat to prepare all the documents required to explain issues to the members of
the Executive Committee about the Intemational Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA).

Item 2 : Consideration of the implementation of the decisions and
recommendations of thi 26th Conference

fihe Secretary General submitted his report on the implementation of the decisions and
rocommendations of the Conference.

The following items were treated:
o Summary record of the proceedings of the 44th session of the Executive

Committee
o Relations between the APU and the Pan African Parliament
. The African Parliamentary Conference on "Refugees in Afiica: challenges of

protection and solutions"
. The holding of the African Development Forum (ADF IV)
. The participation in the present sessions and
. Finances

Ttrre delegates took the floor either to speak about the relations between the APU and
the other parliamentary organisations or to ask for explanations on the "Tony Blair"
rqport relating to the setting up of a Commission for Africa and "Cardoso" report on
the UNO reforms and their involvement in the role of parliaments and the Inter-
pErliamentary Union.
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They also recalled that the national groups should as well present their reports on the
irrplementation and recommendations in accordance with Article 34 of the Rules and
Regulations.

Lastly they stressed that each national group should do everything possible to resolve
the misunderstanding which might exist between the APU and the Pan African
Parliament.

Item 3: Annual work programme

The Secretary General submitted to the delegates the annual work programme for the
year 2005 which will relate, on the one hand, to the organisation of our sessions of the
Executive Committee and of the Conference and, on the other hand, to our
participation in the inter-parliamentary and international meetings.

'Ihe delegates requested that the APU undertake actions towards community
parliaments and some inter-parliamentary organisations, such as the ACPIEU Parity
,A.ssemblv. in order to increase its audience.

'fhey also requested that the summit of the Speakers of the World Parliaments which
will take place in New York in 2005 be included in the annual work programme.

I-astly, they expressed the desire to see the APU and the Pan Afiican Parliament
organise a joint meeting every tr,vo years in orcler to contribr-rte to the development of
r\frica.

Itern 4 ; Consideration and adontion of tl"re draft budset fbr the financial vear 2005

The Executive Committee turned on to the consideration of the Draft i3udget for 2005
by listening first of all to the Secretary General of the APU who gave the broad lines
of this budget document.

The Secretary General then presented the projections of'the receipts and expenditures
r.vhich did not differ much fiom those adopted for the financial year 2004.

'l'his presentation lead to comments liom the members of the Executive Committee
who, on the whole, expressed the desire that the document subrnitted to them should in
future be accompanied with an explanation in order to facilitate the examination and
have a better clear view for 2005.

Flowever, the delegates recalled that the annual management account which is to be
presented to the next session of the Executive Committee should give a detailed
breakdown of the utilisation of the Union's funds.

The members of the Executive Cornmiftee stressed on the settlement of the
contributions in order to maintain the appreciable level of recovery recorded in 2003.
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On this question, proposals were made with a vie',r to increasing the Union's resources
and seek for other financial resources other than the contributions of the Nationai
Groups. They agreed that a draft budget does not match the goals of the Union and that
it reflects rather a minimum of financial commitments to be met by the National
Groups.

The members of the Executive Committee, nevertheless, expressed their
commendations and their thanks to the Chairperson of the Executive Committee and to
his parliament for efforts made by bearing the costs of the missions undertaken on
behalf of the Union.

At the end of the deliberations on this agenda item, the Executive Committee
approuved the draft budget for the financial year 2005 which balances receipts and
expenditures at I 053 563 US dollars.

Item 5: Draft asenda of ^-th ^ ^z / uonlerence

1. Election of the President of the Conference

2. Admission (s) and re-admission(s)

3. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Committee

4. Report of the Secretary General

5. The promotion of good governance: role of African Parlianrent
6. Role of Afiican Parliaments in the promotion of an equitable international trade

7. Representation of African women in the decision-making bodies: obstacles and
strategies

Election of members of the Executive Committee

Date and venue of the 28tL Conference

On the fringe of the consideration of the draft agenda of the 27tt' Conference, the
Chairperson proposed to the Executive Committee to include the speeches of the
international organisations invited.

Item 6 Draft asenda of the 46th session of the Exe e Committee

For its next session, the Executive Committee adopted the following draft agenda:

1. Admission (s) and re-admission (s)
2. Consideration of the implementation of the decision and recommendations of

the Conference

8
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3. Consideration of the audited Management Account for the financialyear 2OO4
4. Preparation of the draft agenda of the 28ft session of the Conference
5. Draft agenda of the 476 session of the Executive Committee
6. Date and venue of the 47m Session of the Executive Committee.

ltem 7 Date and venue of the 46ft session of the Executive Committee.

iAngola has opted to host the 46ft session of the Executive Committee; the date will be
fixed with common accord between the Angolan National Group and the General
Secretariat.
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

{5th Session of the Executive Comrnittee
Algier,s, 27-28 Noventber 2001

OPENI]\G SPEECH OF
HOIVOURABLE IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KETTA

CHAIRPERSON OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THE AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UI\ION
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Y, Lr r l:x c' e l l c ncy, t hc p rc.s. i tle nt,.f' (, rt t r rt c. i l o l l h c N, tt t i r tt
lJo rut t r t'o h I c,lpc u kc r rt / t h a p c r t7t lc,.s. I r r I i i t n u 1,.1.s.,s. e nt b /1t
lJo no t r r ab I c Sp c uke r.s.,

tlt t n o t t t' a b I e P at. I i ctm c n I u r icut.s.,

Ladi e,s' ut tcl Ge nt Ie me n.

we are hopp-u to be in Algiers at our 45th Session o'trre Execr:tive cro,.r,rittee after being inRabat a fbw months ago. we therefbre responcl to the kind invitation of the Nationzrl GroLrp of'Algeria and' on your behalf, you will allow me to express to it our gratitude and our sincerethanks fbr the warm welcome zrnd fbr all the facilities afforcteci u.s-i. order to conduct ourdeliberations under the best conditior.rs.

I-{cre irl Algiers, we shall have' ciurirrs this session. to consider thc imple*rc-ntation ol. therecotnrrendations of the contbrence. the A.nual work Proqramme. a,r.l it-,. ciraft project fbr

otrr deliberatiotls rvill consist also of the preparation of the 2Tth conf'erence which wilifbllow our session.

Algiers r'r'ill particr-rlarlv be the occiision fbr us to provide the ApU r.vit5 the resolrces toenable it to pLtrsue its activities in the interest of oLri respective parliaments. As a matter offhct' r've sl-rouic'l encleavour to savc the APU flom the- dificulties lihell, to hamper itsftrnctioning. This explains r.r,hv it is ver:y necessary rbr our "i;;i;;i;; ,il;;;.. the mernber:s,be vigilant as resards otrr obtigations. I *as happy to notc in 2003 that an etfort w.s made inthis regard ancl w'hich made iipossible to recoid a satistactory balance of. tlie finance ol ourUnion.

we have to strensthen the Afican Parliamentary Union tbr it to always remain thisinstrument of cooperation between the African national parliaments anci coordi,ation of oLrractivities at the regional ancl international levels. t tliink that todav, more than ever before, weshould do everything possible to pursue the noble objectives set. Certainly, tirere are stillobstacles on the way to firll bloom of our Union, but thanks to our *iil,"rr='rrrall c.ntinue topersist in the effort of strengthening the African Parliamentary union. Is it not a motive of.satisf-action in seeing the APU today providing its assistance in bringing into fruition certainprogrammes fbrrnulated by some international organisations Ini inuolving Afiicanparliamentarians in tliem?

We hail, in this regard, the presence, at our session, of Honourable KALOWELE A. IDJI,Speaker of the National Assembly of Benin and President of the Afiican parliamentary Forumfor the NEPAD

we wish to develop these partnership actions in order that African parliamentarians can bettercontribute effectively to the human development of our continent.

Honourable parliament arians,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would not like to keep your attention further on matters which touch ciosely or by far ouraction fbr the developrnent of our countries, for we shall certainly have the time to do so in
the course olour discussions in Alsiers.
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

27th CONFERENCE
Algiers, 29-30 lVovember 2004

Speech of

Honourabre rbrahim Boubacar Keita
speaker of the Nationar Assembry of MALI

chairperson of the Executive committee of the African
Parliamentary Union at the zTth conference

(Algiers, Algeria, 29_30 \Vovember 2004)
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Your Excellenc)', presitrent of the Repubric,
Honout'able Presitlent ,f'tlte Cottncii cJ-the Ncttion,
Honortt'ctbl.e Specrker oJ: the People's National Assernbll,,
Honourable speakers ancl Dear Colleagttes,,
Honour"ab le Head o/' Government,
Honortrab le Repres entatives of par I ictmenta(1t nn5f
Internati onal Organis ations,
D i s ti ngu i ̂

y 
he d P er I i ame ntar i cuts,

Hono urab le Inv i ted Gu es t,s,

Excellenc.ies, Ladies ancl Gentlenten,

What a great pleasure we have to be in Algiers, this beautif-ul
capital which is also called the white ,+lgiers, huns on itsh; I l. +L -^', ,'itiiis, Lntowing a pailoramic look over the Mediterranean sea
and sinking its roots both in Afiicer and in the Arab world. We
are very pror-rd to be, today, in this memorable month of
November, the hosts of a country whose contemporary history
has been characterised by a liberation st.rggle against the
colonial occupation and for the advent of a nee africa, wofthy
and master of its destiny. We bow before the memory of the
martyrs of the Algerian and African revolution.

Allow me to express, oo behalf of my colleague Speakers,
members of the National Groups and all the delegates invited
to this conference, our sincere thanks to the authoriti.r, to the
Parliaments and to the Algerian People, for the efTorts made to
enable us meet under excellent conditions as well as for the
natural, fraternal and warm welcome accorded the various
delegations present at our annual Conference. On behalf of allof you, I extend particul arly my sincere thanks and my
proiound gratitude to the president of the Algerian Republic,
His Excellency, Abdel aziz Bouteflika, who is tonourin[ us by
taking part in the inaugural ceremony of the 27'h Conference.
we are all the more honoured that you are, your Excellency,
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President, one of those who has never stopped defending the
interests of Africa. you have recentry given the proof of this,by holding here, under your sponsorrhip, the extraordinary
Summit of African Heads of Staie on NEpAD.

You are today, giving a proof once more by your presence
which testifies, if need be, to the steadfastne* in your supportto the universal principles of democr &cy, peace and
development.

Your Excelleocy, president, allow me, here a brief recall of
the past, this past sometimes slightry forgotten by many today;
nevertheless, a time of glory, dignity, urd hope p..ronified by
some charismatic leaders:

. Mohamed V and Hassan II

. Ahmed Ben Bella
o Houari Boumedienne,
o Habib Bourguiba
. Gamel Abd El Nasser
o Modibo Keita
o Kwame N'Krumah
o Patrice Emery Lumumba
o Sekou Toure
o Jomo Kenyatta
. Jawaharal Nehru
. Sirimao Bandaranaike

time of history
his ma4yrdom.

when Nelson Mandela, Madiba, was starting

Their sentiments, their struggle for a world of freedoffi, dignity
and especially ofjustice, were brilliantly and gallantly pul up,
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I particr-rlarly on tl-re United Nations tribune by,Ministers and
Representatives o1'w'hich Afiica, the Third world, and the
entire progressist world still remernber.

Mr. President, it is yoLrr honour ancl our basic dufy to
remember that you were pafi of this wortlry struggle and
glorious learned assembly. YoLr were a contemporary of:

. Ousman Ba, yor_rr elder brother of Mali,
o Alex Quaison Sackey of Ghana,
o Ashkar Marouf of- Guinea,
. Mongi Slim of Tr-rnisia,
o Ahmed Balafiedj of Morocco,
. Krishna Menon of India
o Tom M'Boya of Kenya,
. Zulficar Ali Butto of Pakistan.

As one of the youngest, your were fbr the youth, in schools and
universities, that we were, a model who was attractive both in
oratory sfyle and elegant dressing.

In fact, the one who was nicknamed the brain of the African
diplomacy changed very easily the battle dress of Abdel
Kader, the Malian, the man from Gao for the best suit, that of
fighting, sharp, determined, firm, diplomat, but always
courteous.

But Mr. President, kindly accept that we touch your humble
personality a little while.

Your courageous anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist
harangues roused us and reached us through the reports of
Simon Malley, El Moudjahid and the one whom we called
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I "the unofflcial of Cairo"- AI Ahram- of which the editorialist
N{ohamed Hassanein Heykal pleased Lrs with his sense of-
positive formr-rla.

Mr. President, this is to tell yoLr that we are still following you
with the same enthusiasm withourt fail for some decades now.

Your return to the helm of affairs and your recent victorior-rs
reelection are just an acknowledgement and rightful award of
your immense patriotic merits.

Mr. President, thank yoll, thanks thousand times to the Man
from Gao, for his steadfbstness in affirming
dignity and f-rdelity to the friendship fbrged
certainly not the first leaders of the independent
eligible parties who will prove us wrons.

the African
in trial. It is
Mali or their

Again, recently, yollr gest, f,ll of dignity, in yo.rr sfyle, gest to
olrr Lrncle Bakara Diallo, that all our people hailed.

Mr. President
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This meeting, which comes after the Accra Confbrence and
the Rabat sessions represents an important moment for the
African Parliamentary Union since it coincides with the end of
the mandate of the members of the Executive Committee who
were elected two years ago at the Khartoum Conference. I can
say that I presided with pleasure and pride over our Executive
Committee and I hope with honour that during this term of
office, we contributed to strengthening the role or tn. Ap[J, as
the assembly of African National parriaments.
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I Your Exc'ellenc),,, President of the Republic,
Dettr Colleagues,
Honourable invi ted guests,
Ladies and Gentlernen,

The meeting of Algiers r,vill be the occasion fbr us to assess
the actions which we have r-rndertaken according to the
decisions and recommendations of our last sessions.
Furtherrrrore, our conference will have, among other matters,
to consider the promotion of good governance, promotion of
an eqtritable international trade, ancl the representation of-
women in the decision-making bodies.

Good govei'nance is a subject of paramoLrni irnpor-tance tbr us
parliamentarians, for it concerns the political and econornic
life of our collntries. We sl-rould promote this culture, bearer of
democratic and respectful values of hLrman rights, this culture
which guarantees public liberties, parlicipation of citizens in
the political life, and which in the final analysis ensures peace.
As we have to promote this culture, bearer of values
guaranteeing rational management of budg etary resources as
well as the undeftaking of sor-rnd economic activities, rid of
corruption and providing equal opportunities to the citizens.

Regarding the steady integration of oLrr economies in the
international trade, we often experience, during exportation,
the effects of protectionist policies practised by developed
countries, which does not fail to trigger off downswing in ou.
export revenues needed for financing our development. on the
other hand, that is during importation, we experience the
effects of an unfair international trade liberalisation without
considering, during international trade negotiations, the
development levels of our countries in such a way as to
introduce mechanisms capable of stabilising African
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t prodllcers earnings. We should, ntoreover', t-lnd within the
frameuvork of trade rules, more flexible and sin-rpler l.orm,la
which will enable us to obtain at reasonable prices drugs
required to face deadly diseases such as HIV/AIDI,
tuberculosis and malarra.

With regard to the representation of African women in the
decis ion-making bodies, I must say that despite an
increasingly affirrned awareness of the irnportant role which
women can play in the political and economic life, difficulties
remain and impede this hr,rman and democratic process.

Your Excellency,, President of the Republic,
l-\^-... r'-1^tt^^.ireui' t OtiectqtrcS,

Hono trable invited gttes ts,

Brietly al'e the few points recalled, to which we , Afiican
parliarnentarians, and lawmakers, think that we should add o,r
contribution with a view to advancing towards human
progress by rnaking oLtr coLrntries worthy partners in line with
the development objectives contained partic,larly in the
NEPAD and the Millennium Declaration.

I am convinced that from or-rr discussions here in Algiers, will
emerge fruitful recommendations for a better responsiUitity fo,
the demands in the area of sustainable development in our
respective countries.

I pray that our proceedings, like those that we have carried outin our various legislative Assemblies, be the occasion to
strengthen our determination to always do better so as to
provide our populations with resources to enhance their well-
being and to live under conditions of peace and development.
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Before I end my speech, I would like to reiterate, on your
behalf, my profound thanks and my gratefulness to the
President of the Algerian Republic for his support to the
African Parliam entary Union, as well as to the parliamentary
Authorities for giving us the opportunity to appreciate the
Algerian hospit ality .

Thank yoll.

l
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

CONSIDERATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS

AND RECOMMEI{DATIONS OF THE 26.N CONFERENCE OF THE APU

the occasion of the 44th Session of the Executive Committee in Rabat ll to l2May 2004, the

neral Secretar iat presented the

26th Conference

first paft on the implementation of the recommendations and

sions of the held in Accra from 20 to 2l October 2003. T nt report

on the implementation o f the recommendations and decisions of the nf'erence

the 44th Session held in Rabat

of the 27th Conference in Algiers

he prese

26ih co

$ccount of the proceedings of the 44tl' Session of the Executive Committee

r{t the end of this session, the General Secretariat has sent the report of its proceedings to all

frffi;;;rri"*.r,r of the Union, to observers and international organisations invited'

The General Secretary also requested all member parliaments of the Union to send their

memoranda and/or draft resolutions to the Generar secretariat on the items placed on the agenda

Relationship between the African Parliamentary union and the Pan-African Parliament:

As you may recail the Executive committee in its 44th Session herd in Rabat ll-12 May 2004 has

expressed satisfaction with the successful establishment of the Pan- African Parliament' and has

asked the Secretariat Generar to send to ail nationar parliaments the concrusions of the

proceedings of Addis Ababa and Libreville on the Relationship between the African

parriamentary Union and the pan-African parriament. The Generar Secretariat did sent the above

mentioned documents to all national Parliaments'
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Ilnple mcntetion of the work progr:rmnle

Th e .,1(i'ictt rr Purl ia turv' Conf'erence 0n
" Rel'usees itt .4 frica: Tlt e Challenses ol'Protection und Solutions"

Itt accordattcc rvitlt the work proqrarxme adopted by the Executive Committee in its 43rcj Session
lrcld in Accra i7-i8 October 2003, the APti could successfirlly organize in partnership with the
Llrtitcd Nations [-[igh Comr-n issioner firr Refirgecs and with tlrc sponsorslrip ol tlre Inter-
Parlianletttarl't,nion. the,,\fiican Parliarnc-ntarv Clontbrcnce on "Reflsees in All.ica: The
C'hallenges ol'Protectton and SolLrtions" held in Cotonou. Benin. I - 3 June 2004.

Thc Contercnce vvas attertdcd by a largc nLrnrber ot'Parliamentary delegations. Thc Conf'crence
cottcluded its tvork in the universai adoptiorr ol'a Declaration arrd a Proqramrne of Actittn tftat
tackled a trutnber ol issues pertaining to tluestions relating to refuqee sitLrirtions in nurncrgus
Afiican ct-rLtntries. These issues tirc:rrsed on: honourins and strensthening ol'irrternational relirgec.
ltuntan rights arrd ltunranitarian principlc's. flndin-q dtrrable solutions. ensuring phvsical and legal
protection olrefitse'es and strenstltening the role of Parliaments in the process of'acce(inq tg the
instrulnents ol internationill rctugee. hurnan rishts and lrumanitarian larv.

Vlith regarcl t.o tlte impiementation and fbllow-Lrp actions. the Secretariat Gc'neral ilistributecl
rtidelv amons Afiican Parliaments ancl regional. parliarnerrtarl and international orqanisations
the Final Declaration and the Prosrarnme of actior-r ivhich have been adoptecl b_v the Conltrence
The Secretariat General takes this opportunity to urge all Afiican Parliaments to irnplernent thc
recornrnendations made irt Cotonou ns rvell as tlre programme ol action adoltted hy, thc
Con{'ere'nce.

TIre APU has also participated in the fbllolving firnctions

Africon Development fbrum IV

After,l.lth Scssion of the Executive Committee held in Rabat, the Secrctarv Ceneral took part in
the (Afiican Development Forum) ADF IV held in Addis Ababa fiom ll ro l5 Ocrober 2004
togetlrer r,vith a groLlp o1'parliamentarians. The forum deliberated on the theme olGovernance fbr
a Progressing Afiica, where it could successfully set the challenges to good governance and an
agenda flor action to def),these challenges and to address capacitl, detlcits in key areas. The
fbrum also recomrnended that strong and eff-ective partnerships be built with kev organizations
in Africa dealing with issues pertaining to good governance such as the Afiican Parliamentarv
Union.

ll lttt Assemblv of'the Inter-oarliamentarv Union (JPU:

The APU took part in the I I I'l' Ceneral Assembly of the IPU in Geneva, fiom September 28 to
October 1,2004. On the fiinges of this Assemblv, the APU, being coordinator of the African
Croup. organized the meeting ol'the Croup under the Chairmanship of Mr. Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita, Chairperson of Executive Committee of the Afiican Parliamentary Union, and has
deliberated on various items in relation to the work of the IPU Assemblv and all issues
concerning the African Croup in the I I l'l'Assembly.
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Preparation for the current meetings of thc AIrU

The Secretary Ceneral, accompanied by one ol'thc clirectors. travelled to Algiers in June 2004 to
carry out the necessary preparations fbr the 45th sessiorr of the E.recutive Comrnittee and the 27tlt
Conference of the APU. An agreement was concluded betw,een tlre Nation CoLrncil ancl the ApU
on the date of these sessions of,tlre Uniorr irr Algiers as well as setting the duties and obligations
ofeach part.

Finances

Concerning the flnances of the Union. we hiive to say that the current financial year may not,
ynl'ortu131gly, achieve the same results as in 2003. Irr f'act, up today. only some I5 parliaments
have fulfilled their financiat obligations towards the Union.

In order to maintain the level of contribution settlements recorded in 2003. the General
Secretariat insistently urges Parliaments to fulfil their financial obligations.
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

EC/4sfi

OBSERVER STATUS

On Zloctober 2004, the Secretary General received a request to the African Parliamentary Union
to grant an observer status in the APU to the lnternational Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance. The letter which was addressed to the Secretary General by the Regional Director for
Africa reads as follows:

2l Octobe r 2004

Mr. Abdalla Abdelgadir
Secretary-General
AJiican Parliamentary Union
P.O. Box 314 Abidjan
Cote d'Ivoire

Requesl for Observer Status at the African Parliamentar-y Union for the International Institute
Democracy and Electoral Assistance

I v'tsh to takc this opportunity to convey my greetings and to extcnd my congratulations to the
Parliamentary Union for its achievements in slrengthening and nurturing a culture of

mocrocy throughout the continent.

Internat ional Institute for Democracy and Electoral A.ssistance is an intergovernmenlal
headquartered in Stockholm, u,ith observer ,ttatus at the United Nations and with

mber states .from all continents. It has a mandate to develop and support su,stainable
in countries and regions worldwide. IDEA works u,ith new and established

ies, helping to develop and strengthen the institutions and cuhure of democracy IDEA
rates u'ith members of the international community, as well as v,ith local ,;takeholders in

ca, A'cia and Latin America, and, more recently in the Arab world and the South Cauca,rus

2004, International IDEA established a Regional O.ffce .for Africa in Pretoria and i.s, now in
process of establishing a sub-regional o.ffice .for t4test Africa. Internationat IDEA /s
mitted lo working closely with all rcgional in,stitutions to .rtrengthen the democratic

,t,

titulions throughout the continenl
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ln both Soulhern and Wesl Africa, IDEA is working with Rcgional Economic Communities and' 
Electiott Manage ment Bodies (EMBI to provide tiaining and support.for election management
bodies and to assi.st with upgradin'g srandards for eleitoral and wiere possible to enhance
regional cooperation and coimon standards. IDEA is also conducting research and dialogue--l' actiiiiie'i'i)'iih political partiei in several countries which are part oj a wider protgramme to
assist in strengthening of political parties as more e.ffective actors o.f democratizittoi and good
governance.

IDEA considers the African Parliamentary (Jnion to be a key institution in promoting sustainable
democrocies in A.frica. Through its endeat,ors aimed at .rtrengthening the iole and piestige of the
Parliamentary institution, contributing Io the ffictive realiiation if tt u ideals oj muri,, prr*
and justice as v'ell as to the promotion o.f human rights through ,itriring to aciieve systimotic
establisltmenl of the rule of lav, in the Af ican communities, h; African Parliamentary (lnion is
naking a positi:,e contribulion to lhe promotion o.f a culture o.f clemocraq, in Africa.

Internationat IDEA u'ishes to .further strengthen its' ties u,ith the Afi.ican parliamentary (Jnion
through collahorative programntes aimed at strengthening democratic in.ytitutions in ifrfca. In
order to .further strengthen our cordial relarionship, International IDEA is kindty requLsfing to
be granted an observer status al the African Parliamentary (Jnion. We strongly betieve this;iil
be the start of a long partnership behuecn our tuto orgonization,s that "ili Turthe, promote, democroc.y and good governance in A.fi.ica.

I would like to thank you in adt,ance .for ),our assistance and v,e awail your response u,ilh great
expectstion. We certainllt [6e1, .foru,ar-d to strengthening cooperation u,ith you and-5,6y7
Secretariat.

i Yours .sincerely,

Abdalla Hamdok
Regional Director for Africa

Taking into consideration the fact that this organization, with local stakeholders in Africa, is
mandated to develop and support sustainable delnocracy and strives to help, develop, strengthen
democratic institutions and deepen the culture of democracy,

Considering also the fact it has expressed keenness to further strengthen its ties with the African
, Parliamentary Union through collaborative programmes aimed at strengthening democratic
institutions in Africa,

In accordance with Article (9) of the Constitution and Rule (3) of the Rules of the ApU we
recommend to the Executive Committee to grant tlris organization an observer status in the ApU.
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME

The African Parliamentary Union's Annual Work Programme for the year 2005 will focus, on
the one hand, on the holding of the sessions of the Executive Committee and the Conference,
dnd on the other hand on participation to inter-parliamentary and in international meetings.

Following is a brief summary of the work programme

l;.

A- Sessions of the African Parliamentary Union

1. Date and venue of the 46'h Session o/ the Executive Committee. Luan(la
2. Date and venue of the 47'h Session of the Executive Committee; Brazzaville
3. Date and venue of 28'h Conference; Brazzaville

Relations with the Arab Inter-parliamentary Union

1. Participation in the annual conference of the Arab Inter-parliamentary
Union

2. Follow Committee of the Afro-Arab parliamentary Conference
3. I lth Afro-Arab parliamentary Conference
4. Afro-Arab parliamentary symposium on a lopic to be deJined jointly by

the African Parliamentary Union and Arab Inter-parltamentary Union.

- Relations with the Arab Maghreb Union
in the annual meeting of the Consultative Assembly of the Arab Maghreb Union

Sessions of the Interparliamentary Union

1. 1 t 2!b Assembly of the Interparliamentary (Jnion; Manila
2. I I3'h Assembty of the Interparliamentary [Jnion: Geneva

I
I

I

'
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

45th Session of the Executive Committee
27th CONFERENCE

(Algiers, 27tb November - L't Decemb er 2004)

DRAFT BUDGET
FOR THE YEAR 2OO5

I

I
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BUDGET FOR 2()O5

(in U.S. Dollars)

ON I : RECEIPTS

I : Contributions ofNational Groups

II : Other receipts ..

Sub-Total

III : Subventions and donations .

IV : Other extraordinary receipts

Sub-Total

TOTAL RECEIPTS

ON II: EXPENSES

I : Staffexpenses

II : Travelling allowances .............

III : Equipment, Supplies, External Services

ing IV : Transport ..

V : Meetings and Sessions

VI : General expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES

I 026 563

2 000

I 028 s63

(for the Record)

2s 000

2s 000

u.s. $ 10s3 s63

524 423

63 340

153 300

s7 000

174 000

8l 500

u.s.$ 10s3s63
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A SUMMARY OF'THE 2OO5 BUDGET
(in U.S. Dollars)

2004
ESTIN{ATES

2005
ESTIMATES VARIATION

DESCRIPTION

| 028 920

1 030 920

2 000

25 000

25 000

t 026 s63

I 028 563

2 000

25 000

2s 000

-2357

-2357

1 055 920

495 300

r79 300

1s8 000

,106-500

63 340

s3 480

I 0s3 563

524 423

153 300

t74 000

63 340

57 000

81

+ 29 123

+ 16 000

- -25000

-2357

- 26 000

+3 520

SECTION I : RECEIPTS

Heading I : Contributions ofNational Groups

Heading II : Other Receipts

Extraordinary Receipts

Heading III : Subventions and donations ..

Heading IV : Other extraordinary receipts

SECTION II : EXPENSES

ExDenses

Heading I : Staffexpenses

Heading II : Travelling allowances ............

Heading III : Equipment, supplies, external
services

Heading V : Meetings and sessions ...........

-Heading VI : -General expenses .......... r...... i.

TOTAL EXPENSES .............

Ordinary Receipts

TOTAL RECEIPTS

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Heading IV : Transport

1 oss 920 I 053 563 -2357
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SECTION I : RECEIPTS

Ordinarv Receints

2004
Estimates

2005
Estimates Variationfead

Item Description

+ t4 000

- t6 357

-2357

266 000

762 920

I 028 920

2 000

280 000

746 563

I 027 063

2 000

I 028 563 -23571 030 920

I

u

1

2

1

Contributions of National GrouPs

Contributions on equal basis ..

Contributions according to AU rates

Other receipts

Scrapped goods ......

TOTAL I + II
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TABLE OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF NATIONAL GROUPS FOR THE YEAR 2OO5
:. TT C
lll (-,/.r)

3. Benin
4. Burkina Faso

COUNTRY PART I,
EQUAL

o
%

PART 2,
ACCORDING

TO%

AMOUNT
OF ANNUAL

CONTRIBATION

l. Algeria 7 000 8.65 64 578 7t 578
2. Angola 7 000 2.20 t6 425 23 42s

7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420

5. Burundi 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
6. Cabo Verde 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
7. Cameroon 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
8. Central Africa 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
9. Chad 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
10. The Congo 7 000 1.17 8 735 15 735
11. C6te d'Ivoire 7 000 3.67 27 399 34 399
12. Djibouti 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
13. R.D.Congo 7 000 3.69 27 549 34 549
14. Egypt 7 000 8.65 64 578 7t 578
15. Equatorial Guinea 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
16. Ethiopia 7 000 3.69 27 549 34 549
17. Gabon 7 000 1.s8 lt 796 18 796
18. Gambia 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
19. Ghana 7 000 4.41 32 923 39 923
20. Guinea 7 000 1.10 8 2t2 t5 212
21. Guinea-Bissau 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
22.Kenya 7 000 3.s6 26 579 33 s79
23. Liberia 7 000 0.86 6 420 L3 420
24. Libya 7 000 8.t2 60 622 67 622
25. Mali 7 000 1.06 7 913 L4 913
26. Mauritania 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
27. Morocco 7 000 6.84 51 066 s8 066
28. Namibia 7 000 t.t7 8 735 15 735
29. Niger 7 000 0.92 6 868 13 868
30. Nigeria 7 000 8.65 64 518 71 578
31. Rwanda 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
32. Sao Tome & Principe 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
33. Senegal 7 000 1.24 9 257 t6 257
34. Sierra Leone 7 000 0.86 6 420 13 420
35. Somalia 7 000 0.86 6 420 t3 420
36. The Sudan 7 000 3.73 27 847 34 847
37. Togo 7 000 0.86 6 420 - 13 4zo
38. Tunisia 7 000 3.44 25 682 32 682
39. Uganda 7 000 1.59 11 870 18 870
40. Zimbabwe 7 000 2.78 20 75s 27 7s5

TOTAL 280 000 100 746 563 I 026 s63
(*) According to AU rates.
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EXTRAORDINARY RECEIPTS

Head Item Desuiption 2004
Estimates

2005
Estimates Variation

III

IV

Subventions and donations

Subvention of C6te d'Ivoire

Other extraordinary receipts

Contribution of the Arab IPU

TOTAL III + IV

2s 000 25 000

25 000 25 000

i

i

i_

i

i

I



7

SECTION II : EXPENSES

H ins I : Staff E enses

Heading II : Travelling Allowances

-

Item Par. Description 2004
Estimates

2005
Estimates Variation

I

)

01

02

01

02
03

04
05

06
07
08

Salaries

The Secretary-General ...
Staff..........

Social security contributions

Health insurance
Family allowances
Housing allowance ........
School fees ..........
Travel expenses
Clothes
Retirement insurance
Entertainment expenses ....

Total Heading I

72 000
242 000

38 000
8 400

32 470
24 3r0
l0 000

520
61 600

6 000

72 000
242 000

35 000
8 400

32 470
45 000
20 000

753
62 800

6 000

- 3000

+ 20 690
+ 10 000
+ 233
+ 1200

495 300 524 423 + 29123

2005
Estimates Variation

2004
Estimates

Par. DescriptionItem

33 000

12 000

10 000

8 340

12 000

33 000

8 340

10 000

63 340 63 340

1

2

3

01

02

Secretariat-General

Participation in international

Preparation of meetings

Audit of accounts ...............

Chairman of the Executive

Total Heading II .............

conferences

Committee
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Headine III : Eouinment. Supp lies. External Services

Item Par, Description 2004
Estimates

200s
Estimates Variation

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1t

L2

01

02

01

02
03

Office supplies

Documentation

Printing work

Supplies for the printing of
documents

Supplies for conferences .............

Mail and Internet connexion ....

Water, Electricity,Telephone,Fax...

lnsurance on the administrative
building

Maintenance
Equipment
Administrative offices ...

Equipment of administrative offices

Service cars
Purchase
Maintenance and repairs ..
Insurance .....

Fuel

Total Heading III

7 000

3 000

11 000

8 000

7 000

24 000

30 000

1 800

s 000
10 000

30 000

26 000
3 500
2 000

11 000

7 000

3 000

l1 000

8 000

7 000

24 000

30 000

I 800

5 000
10 000

30 000

3 500
2 000

11 000

- 26 000

179 300 153 300 - 26 000
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Headine IV : Transport

Headins V : Meetings of the Union

Vt"*
I

Par. Description 2004
Estimates

2005
Estimates Variation

1

,,

3

01

02

Secretariat-General

Participation in international
conferences ...............

Preparation of meetings ..

Audit of Accounts

Chairman of the Executive
Committee

Total Heading IV

24 000

8 480

9 000

12 000

24 000

12 000

9 000

12 000

+3 520

53 480 57 000 +3520

Itern Par. Description 2004
Estimates

200s
Estimates Variation

40 000
33 000
30 000

28 000
25 000

2 000

56 000
33 000
30 000

28 000
25 000

2 000

+ 16 000
1

2

3

01

02
03

01

02

Interpreters and Translators
Remunerations ..........

Transport charges

Secretariat
Travelling allowances ..

Transport charges

Total lleading V

Gratuities

Per diem

158 000 174 000 + 16 000
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Headine VI : General Expenses

Item Par. Description 2004
Estimates

2005
Estimates Variation

I

1

3

Reserve for receipts account ......

Financial costs

Other general expenses

75 000

I 500

30 000

50 000

I 500

30 000

- 2s 000

Total Headine VI 106 500 81 500 - 25 000



AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

45th Session of the Executive Committee
27th Conference
(AlSiers, 27u November-f* December 2OO4)

DRAFT AGENDA OF THE 27TH CONFERENCE

1. Election of the President of the Conference

2. Admission(s) and re-admission(s)

3. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Committee

4. Report of the Secretary General

5. The promotion of Good Governance. role of African Parliaments

6. Role of African Parliaments in the promotion of an equitable international fiade

7. Representation of African women in the decision making bodies: obstacles and
strategies

8. Election of the members of the Executive Committee

9. Date and venue of the 286 Conference.

t:,1



AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

DRAFT AGENDA FOR 46TH SESSION OF
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

l. Adrnission and re-adrnission in the Uirion

2. Consideration of the implernentation of the decisions and recommendations of
the Conference

3. Exarnination of the audited Management Account tbr the firr.ancial year 2004

4. Drawing up of the draft agenda fbr the 28'h Conference

5. Draft agenda for the 47tl' Session of the Exectrtive Committee

6. Date and venue for the 47tl'Session of the Executive Committee.
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RESOLUTION

OF AFRTCAru WOM EN PAR!.IAMENTARIAI{S

Meetlng og1 the Sidelines of the Afrlcan Parliamentary Union

\r/e, African women Parliamentarians gathered in Algiers on 28
November 2004, on the occasion of the 27th Conference of tfre African
Parliamentary union

1- Recalling the Universal Declaration on the Rights oi Man and the
Declaration of the African charter on the Rights of Man anc peoples,

2- Recalling the Declaration and the Action Flan adopted by the ,fh
World Conference on Women helcl in Berying in September l ggs and ihe
final document adopted by the General Assembly of the united Nations
at lfs Extraordina,*y Session on the theme << Itl/orrien in the Year 2000;
Gender Equaliiy, Deve/opment and peace. >>

3- RecallinE the Farliamentary Declaration of' E,-tfing adopted by the
partrcipants in the Parliamentary Day held on the occasion of the 4h
WorlC Conference ofi Women.

4- Reaffirming the Millennium Declaration proclaimed by the united
Nations an'i the Heads of State and the development objectives Eet out
in this declaration, in partrcular equal opportunities between the sexes,
the integration of women in the worklng lifq both economic and political,
necessary to democratic consolidation and advances.

5- Recalling the Universal Declaration on democracy adopted by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union in 1992.

6- Considering the recommendation of the African tJnion aiming to set
up a policy of parity in decision making organs.

7- Cansidering that women represent about half the population of Afnca.

8- Emphasizing that owing to the importance of their education, training
level, traditional know-hory women constitute an insufficiently exploited
wealth of expertrse.

I



1, 9- Convinced that vv'offien carry more values baseC on the spirit of
soiidaritg social jusiice and peace.

10- Noting that in spite of the ccnstitutional provisions establishing the
principle of equality between men and women, in practice, discrimination
between the sexes prevails.

11- Considering that women are always under-represented at decision
making po-<itions in governments, public aCrninistrations, judicial systems,
the econorfiy, and in elected bodies, particularly in parliaments.

12- Considering that an equal pafticipaticn of both sexes at decision
making positions constitutes a fundamental element for the
implementattan of the prlnciple of human rigltts, justice, anC democratic
legitimacy.

I ?- fnncirJarinn fhc i=rh ni rnnfriht tfinn t:f rtrr'trt-t,srt in fha nnliiiralLJ VVr rJrve' 1! tU .-i tt- ,gur\ vt '-ut tL, tuua)vi I u, yf .J, ttvt t It t Ll tv lJtJltLlwLlil

economic anC frubiic life in Eeneral.

14- ConsiCering the laci: of reliable data cn the dlsrribution betuv€€n
sexes in leading organs in the eccnomic sector, in poiitica/ parties, trade
unions, anC associations.

15- Emphasizing trte key role that parliaments may' play to promote
gender equa/ity thanks to thetr functions in legislation, government
supervislon, and the mobilization of public opinion,

16. Taking into account the recommendations of the ad hoc committee
of Women Pailiamentarians cf the APU :

1. Invite men and women parliamentarians to take the commitment to
consolidate parliamentary actions aiming to encourage equality between
both sexes at the national and international level, and to follow up the
implementation of the Beijing plat-form and the final document of the
extraordinary session of the General Assembly of the United Nation held
in 2000.

2- Invite parliamentarians to be more attentive to issues of gender
equality by favouring the presence of women in the organs of

2
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\ Parliamentary Assemblies particularly in committees, by selting a target
of at ieast 30ou6 representation.

3- Reqelest Governments to devefop systematic policies of gender
equality.

4- R,econrrnend that Parliament review legislations in order to integrate,
in case of need, the preoccupations linked to gender equality.

5, Reconrlrmend that the different ministerial sectors are encouraged to
take into consideration the specific needs of women while formulating
policies in particular budget policies and to favour the anatysis of the
irnplicatir:ns of budget choices on women.

6. Request the Heads of State and Governments as well as the ieaders
of political parties to adopt a pc,licy of quctas to impcse the pi'esence of
mnrF lnrnmpn :f :il rlaricinn lar.,oic,tvirr!r. u! uri uvvlJtvtl luvr-t-r.

/-. R,equest parliamentarians to see that international commitrnents
taken by their governments are fulfilled and implemented, notably those
which relate to the Convention on ihe eliminaticn of all forrns of
discrimination tcurards women.

B. R.ecomrrnend that treaties and international commitments reiating to
gender issues of the kind included the CEDAW are widely disseminated.

9. Recomrnend the irnplementation of a system of information and
reliable databases, distributed according to gender at regional and sub-
regional levels.

10. Reconrmend the harmonization at the level of the continent cf
assessment indicators linked to gender equality, in particular those
relating to the Beijing platform.

11. Recommend the development of networks of exchanges, information
and data bases between the different parliaments, and to make known
and disseminate useful advances for equal opportunities in each country.

12. Request the setting up of a committee of women Parliamentarians
within the African Parliamentary Union.

J
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Parliamentary Asserirblies particuiariy in ccmrnittees, by setting a target
of at least 30a/c representation.

3- Request Governments to develop systernatic policies of gender
equality.

4- Recomnnend that Parliament rerriew legislations in order to inteErate,
in case of need, the preoccupatlcns rinked to gender equality.

5. Recomnnend that the different ministerial sectors are encouraged to
take into consideration the specific needs of women while formulating
pollcies in particular budget policies anC to favour the analysis of th6
irnplications oi budget choices on women"

6' Request the Heads of State and Governrnents as weil as the ieaders
of political parties to adopt a poiicy of quotas to impose the pi'esence ci
rnore worn€n at al! decisicn levels.

7. Request parliamentarians to see that international commitrnents
taken by their Eovernrnents are fulfilied and implementerC, notably those
which relate ta the Conventicn on the elimination of all forms cf
discrimination towards women.

B. Recornnnend that tneaties and international commitments relatlng to
gender issues crf the kind included the CEDAW are widely disseminated"

9, Recommend the implementation of a system of information and
reliable ciatabases, distributed according to gender at regional and sub-
regional levels.

10. Recommend the harmonization at the level of the continent of
assessment indicators linked to gender equality, in particular those
relating to the Beijing platform.

11. Recommend the development of networks of exchanges, information
and data bases between the different parliaments, and to make known
and disseminate useful advances for equal opportunities in each country.

12. Request the setting up of a committee of women Parliamentarians
within the African Parliamentary Union.
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l.

Honourable President of' the Conference,
Honourable Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the African
Parliarnentary Union,
Honourable President of the pan African parliament,
Honourable secretary General of the Inter-parliamentary Union,
Honourable Secretary General of the African parliameniury u.,io.,,
Honourable secretary General of the Arab parliamentary Union,
Honourable Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations
Organisation,
Honourable Representative of the Commissioner of the African Union,
Honourable Representative of the Secretary General of the Arab League,
Honourable Representatives of the regional and international organisations,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am happy to welcome you to Algeria and to express my joy to be among you.

It is a homage yhi:l,Jou are paying to my country by choosing its capital,
Algiers, to hold the 27'n session of the African Parliameniary Union"and ,fr. +i;i
meeting of its Executive Committee.

After the African Heads of State and Government, it is the turn of the
legislatives, represented at its highest level, to meet here, a few days later.

The themes devolved on your proceedings occupy a core place among the
ooncems and objectives of the NEPAD.

As I have just said, less than one week ago, the Heads of State, members of the
NEPAD implementation committee, held the meeting here in Algiers. This
rpeeting offered the opportunity for member Heads of Stut" to confirm their
collective willingness to pursue the initiative of recovery and rebirth of Africa in
drder to occupy its rightful place in the world.

But, however determined they may be, the efforts of the Heads of State can fully
yield results in the implementation of this process only if they receive a
sr.tbstantial and steadfast support from African parliamentarians.

The NEPAD is an original African initiative around which all African es
c4me together to work out their development, achieve their integration in the
glbbalisation anci fully take part in the changes going on, on the international
scbne.
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This initiative is the result o1'a lon-e maturin-e process. It is thc, r-eflection of- the
cletermination of'r\iiica to get comrnittecl. through bolcl steps a1<1 by relying first
of all on its own eflbrts, in another very specilic wny ol'development, of which
the objectives alld the rate of inrplementation were set bv Afiica. t6emselves.

The themes devolved on your proceedinss reflect tl-re nrajor- concerns of theAf ican Ur-rion through the initiative of NEPAD, and your LontribLrtion to their
promotion will be of the utmost interest.

Regarding good governance, it seenls to rne that tiris cannot bc- possible i.vithoLrt
a rule of law, without true democracy, withoLrt political pluralism.'fhere could
trot be good governance either, without the people's control, e.xercised by freely
and regularly elected assembiies, and by strong and vigilant civil society.

Tl-rere is no good governance lastly. without transparencv in the. management of
public affirirs. and witl-rout rendering accounts by constitutionzrl or legal
instittrtions fieed fi'orn any supervisory link, and led b1,an independent jiidicia,y
authority.

l'here cannot be -qood governance also, without tl'eeclorn of expression and
opinion, supported by unbiased media, having fiee- accc-ss to intbrmation and
investigation, and r.vorking uncler strict respect of prof-essional codes of ethics,
which protect privacy and dignity of persons.

We rely much on yoll fbr gLridance as fbr as these essential issues are concerned,
and we expect with keen interest, your recommendations and resolutions to
guide our action. The subject matter of good goverxance is at the centre of the
concerns of the African [Jnion and NEPAD which is the instrument of
implementation. Obviously, Africa has made much progress in this area, but
with more or less success, including our country Al-eeria. Good governance
should indeed be a goal; nevertheless it is especially a means tbr instituting the
rule of law, democracy, economic and social prosperity, cultural development in
its diversity, leading to social peace.

African parliamentarians seemed to me the most competent to propose the tracks
and the most pragmatic suggestions to encourage internal and external good
governance.

The question of the need for promotion of global trade rules, which are f-air and
more equitable, is a typical example. This wide subject is at the heart of our
concems in the African Union, as it determines our common future from the
economic and social standpoint.
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For the tneantitne, we do not have rnuch intluence on the trend o1. these rules
whicil govern the global trade. [t is therefbre necessary to reverse this tendency
through measllres to be deterrnined both at the internal level and at the ,.gional
and continental levels.

These are the challenges which we f-ace fiom a non-adapted globalisation, often
misunderstood and undefined, and which seems inevitably- suspicious to us.
atrican countries should not rernain on the fiinge of this gllbalisation tbr even
if they whish they couid not in any case. Therefbre it is better to accept it with
boldness, consciousness, ingenuity and poritical courage.

our vast continent has considc-rabre resources and substantial
potentials which enable it to becorle an "attractive zone,, of the wor
provided that Africans have the political will to achieve their inte
unity which the African Union is endeavoLrring to become the leader.

economlc
ld economy
gration and

It is one of the rnajor aims of'the NEPAD initiative r,vhich is to ensure that our
continent integrates into this global dynarnic in an organised rlanner and prepare
severally as much as possible. In this respect, your deliberations interest us very
much, yollr resolutions and recommendations on these irnportant sLrbjects wiil
doubtedlessly be very usetirl to us; be therefbre bold and go beyond the fact
which not all that positive.

Ladies and Gentlernen,

I now want to raise before you a topic which is particularly dear to my heart
which assumes a paramor-rnt importance fbr the future of our continent. I mean
the access of Afiican women in decision-making bodies. This is indeed one of
the "core" themes of your debates.

It is a difficult subject because it sliould absolutely distant itself from stereotypes
which generally characterise this debate for it is often one of the most serious
subjects which face our societies.

It is nevertheless closely linked to the development of our countries. In f-act,
there cannot be good governance nor real democracy, if African women remain
victims of discrimination, which is often habitual but not legal.

I know very well that all the constitutions of Africa and the laws of our countries
are very cautious to treat women equally as men before the law.
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I knor'r' very well also, that w'ornen are promoted here and there to very
cortspicutous positions ol authoriti; perhaps to serve as "alibi" and in order tl
gain an international respect, by thLrs avoiding a breach of international
conventions which we have treeiy adirere to.

We know that some soft of discrir-nination in respect of women, particr,rlarly, in
the area of politics, ernployment, wages, exists also in Europe and'elsewhere.

In Afiica, considerable progress has neverlheless been rnacle. but it is
particularly dtre to a fi_qht on the part of women.

Unfbrtunately, there exists in our countries negative attitudes, slr-rggishness,
belittling traditions which give the African wornen a silent inferior status.

At present, fbr a wollran to obtain a high ernployment, she should be more
competent than the man, which implies that fbr a worlan to be at the same level
with a man in the decision-makin-q bodies, she has to be well above him.

Alrnost everywhere, the power of prejudices, negative habits and some traclitions
which are sometimes wrongly linked to religion, sometimes to some ancestral
customs or to archaic and obsolete jurisprudences, destroy the constitr-rtions and
the law of our countries.

We should perhaps plan out other mechanisrns of systematic fight against
discriminatory attitudes towards women, since the laws seem to be powerless in
doing so.

This crucial fight is closely linked to democracy and to human rights. It is set
forth as a determinant condition in good governance. It will be won - side by
side with a resolute policy of States- at school, in the universities, in research
centres, through the rnobilisation of the civil society, unions and political parties.

With regard to the Algerian women, I must say that they were emancipated
during the national war of liberation, in the efforts for the development of the
country and quite recently in the antiterrorist fight in which they paid a heavy
toll.

Their presence is not only symbolic in the high positions, they participate more
and more in decisions involving the state and the people. But the road iemaining
towards a total rehabilitation of the status of women in our societies is still long
as far as I am concerned, because it is above all cultural and social.

Honourable President,
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Honourrabl e Del egates,

Or,rr continent is not in "isolation", but in a world which is constantly growing
sotnetinres very dangeror-rsly, it is fbr it to make its voice heard over the
intemational problems, be they econonrics or politics. and "the parliamentary
diplomacy" becotnes increasingly important continentally and worldwide.

It is tbr you to consolidate the group of the developing colntries referrecl to as
"Group of 90" in the WTO negotiations. Just as it is important that olir
parliamerltarians become involved in the establishment of a world parliante.tary
group responsible for the qr-restion of coherence of the economic policies and
social policies at the international level in order to carry out an integratecl
surveillance of the actions of international organisations of the United Nations
systern, the Bretton Woods Institutions and the WTO.

Our parliat-nentarians are eclually called Llpoll to get rnobilised op the qr-restion of
refbrm of international sov'ernance rvith the c.bjective cf gi.",ir-rg tl-re globalisaiion
phenomenon a httman face by taking into account its social dimension.

Honourable President,
Honourable Delegates,

Your day to day action to establish the culture of peace and tolerance will enabie
ourpeoples and the Peace and Security Council of the Afiican lJnion to step up
etTorts in order to eradicate terrorism, disorder and the hot spots.

We should especially make every eftort in order that the dialogue and the
negotiations concerning Dartbur are rapidly concluded in Abuja under the
leadership of the cument President of the African Union, so that our sister
country Sudan recovers its serenity, and finalise successfully the Nivasha peace
talks in Kenya for a comprehensive and final agreement.

You might certainly be aware also of the situation in Iraq and the extreme
violence which the brotherly Iraqi people are experiencing everyday. Optimal
conditions of peace and security should be met to enable the Iraqis, under the
active control of the United Nations, to freely elect and without any constraint,
their representatives, end the occupation and to maintain the unity of their
country.

In Palestine, we are sincerely concerned with the permanent and demeaning
aggression by Israel of a people deprived of their most basic rights in the total
indifference of the international communitv.
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Lastly, in Maghreb, we re-affirm the relevance and the validity of the Baker
Plan which is to enable the brotherly Kingdom of Morocco and the polisario
front to find a final settlement and within the framework of the United Nations,
to this conflict. Algeria, as I have several times affirmed, has no interest in this
affair if not that of enabling the Saharoui People to exercise freely their rights to
self-determination.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would not like to conclude without saying a few words about the pan African
Parliament' I am pleased that it is finally established and that it held its first
session in Johannesburg two months ago. This parliamentary organ of theAfrican Union should represent the African peoples uri become the
supranational legislative- If it is welcome in the instiiutions set up of the African
Union it would however have another mission than that of the ApU. A mission
closely linked to the union of our continent in the supranational entity. It will
become the continental legislative. In the medium term, and as the protocol
establishing its statute stipulate, it is assigned a very useful consultative role,
compared with the establishment of African unity.

In conclusion, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to welcome you
once more to Algiers, and wish total success in your deliberations.

Thank you
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27'r' coNFEItENcE
Algiers, 2g-3 0 lVovember 2004

ITBPORT OT IIONOURABLE IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITACI{AIRPBRSON OF THE NXBCUTTVN CbNAMITTEE

L First of all, I would like t
grat i t u d e ro r v o u r c o, n cr e n c: .'JffT, Yoi :T H,,tff ifi ,XH, 

p"?#: 
sas the chairperson of trre Executii,e com,ri,r.. of oui union. I must saythat througrrout trris task whicrr yo., urrigr.i ,r., t .oriinu.a ,o be, astrluch as possible, listerling to the co,ce,',is of our organisations in orderthat, togetrrer, rve can act towarcrs tl,. p.o,rotion of our parriamer .,..aryactivities at thc continetttal and international le'els. since our Accraconference' I had underlaken certain activities withi, the fi.arnework of

IilJ:to"nsibilities 
as the chairperso, of ttr.-r*".,rtive cornrrlrr.. of the

2' I, addition to tlte cotrtacts with the se.cretary General of the Apu a,d theguideli,es give, for the inrpre,reniutio, of decisions andrecorll',le,datio,s o1' our co,rference, r ,"" irr" opportu,ity duri,g thet,issiotrs I Lrrtdcrtook ott belialf ot' tir" apu'^to rnakc the voice of our
,'Jf;l:,.r,ion 

rreard arcr ro increase irs percqrtibirity at the iri.rnutiorut

3' As llart o1'tlte .elatiorts i'vhich we foste. rvith_our-Ar.ab parliarne,tarycolleagues, I was .e,resented by Mr. Kassou,r .I-Apo, 
deputy speaker ofthe National AssetlLly of I\{ali, a,d the secretary Ge,eral of the Apt/, atthe I l'l' confe.e.cc of trre Arab Inter-parliurr"nru.y Union whicrr waslreld in Datrascus, syria, fi'orn I to 3'N4arc' 2004.As you know, thediscussions \vere lbcusej, particurar-ty, o, orr. .o,r,rron activities. I am
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happy to note that this exernplary co-operation is on a good track and that

we can develop it I'urther.

4. The 110t1'Asserlbly of the Inter-parliamentary Union which was held in
Mexico frorn 15 to 23 April2004 was for me the place to renew contact

with rny colleague speakers and to exchange our views on the issues

considered by this assernbly and on our action as African geopolitical
grorUt, which uret under rny chainnauship. The Secretary General will
give an overvierv ol'this trieetiug in his report.

5. During the implenrentation of the decision of our conference, I followed
closely the organisation o1'the Afi:ican regional parliarnentary Conference

on "Refugees in Af}ica" which was held l}om 1 to 3 June 2004 in
Cotonou, Bcnin. I can say that this conferellce organised in parlnership

with the United Nations High Cornrnissioner for Refugees with the

support of the Inter-parlianrentary Union is the sign of the new dynarnism

of' our Union which is rvidening its scope of co-operation with the

international institutions.

(r. Geneva u,as another nrecting place o1'thc Assembly of the APU which

lrelcl its lll'r'sessior-r from 28 Septemberto I October2004. TheAfrican
Group mccting rvhich I hac'l thc houour to ltreside ovet'\vas a tnotnent to

rub shoulclcrs with Afi'ican parliaurentariatrs atrd to see horv wc could act

at thc level o1'this Assenrbly in tlie it-rtcrest of our continent. You will
agree that it is these types of rneetings rvliicli ruostly provide the

opportunit), for coordinating our activities and of consulting together on

issues of intelest to our continent and our uatior-ral parliaments.

7. I accelttecl rvholchearted[1, thc invitation o1' thc Institution "lnWent
capacity Builcling International" by participating in the nreeting organised

1r'or1 20 to 23 Octob er' 2004 in llerlin on the theme: Good goverltance and

thc role o1' parliamentarians in tlte intpletnctttation of NIIPAD. On this

occasion, I rcaf'llrnted thc' role of the Ali'ican Pal'liatrrentaty lJnion and

Aliican ltarliaurcntzrrians in the prottrotiotr of good governance and

NE,PAD as the tlterles rvhich we are to consider itt Algiers do prove

today.

B. With rcgarcl to our statutory activities, I have had to convene the 44tr'

Session o1'tlte Ilxecutive Clornnrittee held I Itabat on I I ar-rd I 2 May 2004.

It was thc occasion, among others, to assess tlie ilnpletuentatiotr of our

decisions and cc'rusider tlie lrauagelnent account of the l'tnancial year

2003. As a lollorv-up to this session I, with the Secretary General of the



APU and in relation with the Algerian parliament, took necessary
measures in order for us to be in Algiers today within the framework of
the 45m session of the Executive Committee and the 27h Cori.r.n.r.

9. Lastly, you can imagine also that a sad event, namely, recent turmoil
which Cote d'Ivoire has been experiencing, induced me to inquire about
the situation of our Secretary General and the difficult conditions under
which our workers perform their duties, especially, when their security
and that of their families are not easy to guarantee under .r.i,
circumstances.
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I, coplornrity with the R.ulcs and I{egulatiotts of thc Uttion, this reporl of activities is

preserrted at t5e 27tt' Confercrlce o[ the Aliican Parliamentary Union and relates to the

activities of the Union since thc 26tl' Conference held itr Accra on 20 and2l October 2003.

The activities lcd by t[e Upion focusecl on thc statutory nreetings convened by the APU since

ttr. ZO," Conferencc ol'the AI>U held in Accra, on the one hand and on the activities and

initiatives carricd at thc contincntal and interttational levcls on the otlier hand.

I _ SITU A]'ION OIT TIIII UNION

I - N{cnrbers

Since thc rc-alfiliation of Sieua Leone and Ganrbia at Accra Conferetrce, no other request for

re-affiliatiol f}onr national parlianrcnts iras been macle" lhus, tlic AI']LJ today is cotnposed of

the folloiving 40 nrcnrbcrs: Algcria, Angola. Bcttitr, Burkina Faso, Burtttldi, Cameroon, Cabo

Verde, Centr.trl Africa, Chacl, Ciongcr, Clole d'lvoirc, Denrocratic Republic of Cotlgo, Djibouti,

[]gypt, Ilthiopia, Gabotr, Gatttltia, Ghatra, Guiuea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea' Kenya'

llt".iu, Libya. Mali, Morocco, Mauritatria, Nanribia, Niger, Nigeria, lJganda, Rwanda' Sao

l oure & Principc, Setiegal, Sicrra Lcottc, Sotriali, Sudau' Togo, Tunisia and Zin-rbabwe'

As for t5c parlianiepts wliich arc not yet mentbcrs of tlie APU, rvc should pursue our efforts to

gatlier in our African Organisation, national parliameuts, all Aliican States parliamentary

institutions, as statcd in tlie Af ican Parliamentary Union Chartcr adopted in Luanda in1999.

It is u,clcnia6lc t6at strengthcning (lre AI)U rvoukl lcnd rveight to our parliamcntary action at

the ,ational ancl intcr.natklnal lcvcls. It rvould also allorv to fully taking illto account the

couoc,ls ol tSc Afi.ican I)arliurncnts in global lbrunrs whcre soutetimes topics dealt with

collcent our contitlctrt.

We arc ruaiptaililg rcgr.rlar csntaots r.r,ith parliamctrts tltat have not yct joined us, whcther

tSroug5 corrcspondenccls to inlbrm thenr of our results artd sessiolts or duritlg international

rneetittgs.

2 - Iiittanccs

Accordi.g to thc li,ancial rcsrrlts ol- tfue ),ear 2003 lve have presctrtcd at the 44tl' Session of

tire Ilxcor,rtivc Comnrittcc in I{abat, the rccoverl' of thc contributiotis has notably itrcrcased.

'l'hcrctirr.c, thc surplus notccl w'as usc-cl to consoliclatc thc S/orking Capital. l-his situatiott has

ltroviclcrl t5e: Alrtir.vitlr thc utcuns to Lrarr)'oLrt its buclgct itl coltlbrnrity with the [lnancial zurd

Luclgc,t rcquircutelts.'l'6is is 1,[\,it is ncccssary to nraiutaitr this l'inancial pcrfortnancc,

tha,ks to thc cllitrts ptaclc 5\,thc pational groults in thc scttlentettt of thcir contributions.

I rvoulcl likc to takc this opportunity to urgc Parlianrcnts that ltavc ltot yct settlecl tlieir

contributio,s to clo r,r.r r.r,i,i us prrssiblc in olcler to ttraitttaitt thc fittancial rcstrlts rve have

achicvecl in 2003.

'2
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II - STATUTOITY ACTIVITIES

| - 26tb Conference of thc APU

In the framework of its statutory activities, the APU held its 26tl'Conference in Accra (Ghana)
on October 20 and 21,2003. The General Secretariat has forwarded the Report of Proceedings
of this confcrcnce including thc resolutions adopted to all member and non-member
Parlianicnts and Intcnrational Organisations as well.

'fhcse rcsolutions, available on the LLrions' wcbsite werc related to the following topics

'I'hc promotion of thc role ol rvomcn in the development of
Africa ;

Thc role of parliaurcntarians in the protnotion of human rights in
Afi'ica ;

Strengthening dernocratic institutions with the view to
itnplemcnting the NIIPAD.

Afi'ican wornen parliamcntarians met on thc fi'inges of Accra's proceedings and adopted a

rcport, lvhich mainly focused on thc representation of womerl in the decision-making process,

the promotion of women well bcing ancl thc improvernent of women's rights.

2 - Sessions of thc Executivc Conrmittce

In confonnity rvith Arriclc 38 of thc IlLrles and Ilegulations of the Union, the Executive
Comnrittcc held tu,o scssions.

l'he first scssion u,as held in I{abat, on Ma1, I 1 ancl 12,2004 and the secotrd here in Algiers
Novcrrrbcr 27 and 28, 2004.

2.I 14't'

r

il lce a It [ct ll und 2

At the invitation o1' thc Ifousc o1- Iteprcscntativcs of the Kingdom of Morocco, thc Ilxecutive
Comnrittee mct in Rabat under the presiclcncy ol'Ilis Ilxcellency Ibrahim Boubacar Keita,
Chairperson of this body of the lJnion.

During thc scssion, thc DxccLrtivc Conrnrittcc adrrrittccl into thc Uttion as observer the
Parlianrcnt of the CtiMAC (llcononric and lvlonctary Community of Central Al'rica). The
Dxccrrtivc Conrnritl,cc also exanrincd the N,lanagcnrcnt Account for thc financial year 2003,
consiclerccl the inrplcrncntation o1' tlrc clecisions ancl recommendations of the Conlerence as

rvcll as other itcurs.

C)onccming the financizrl situation of the Unir,rn, thc Iixecutive Committec was delighted with
the inrprovcnrent of tlie contribution recovery rates, rvhich enable to adjust the working
capital to an appreciable level comparcd to the annual budget.

Itegarding thc seconcl itcrn, thc IjxccLrtivc Clonrnrittcc expressed satisl'action that the APU has

nracle its contribr.rtiou to the establislrnrcnt o1'the Pan-African Parliatnent ancl urgecl for a lrank
co-operation bctr.r,een the Pan African Parlianrent and the APU.
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In addition, thc Executive Committee condemned tlie huntan rights violation at the
international and African level and particularly, the humiliation and tortures the Iraqi and
Palestinian people are subjected to.

ln this respect, the Ilxecutive Committce authorised the Chairperson of the Executive
Contntittee to speak on behalf of the lJnion whenever the international situation demands it.

'fhe Itcport of the proceedings of the sessions of Ilabat has been distributed to all members
Parliarneuts.

2.2- 45llt Session o-f llte Executive Committee (27- 28 Novenfier 2004)

Tlte session that wc have just concluded here in Algiers was mainly focused on tlie Draft
Budget for thc financial 1,ear 2005 and on the Annual Work Programme.

To avoid rcconsidering the contents of the proceedings, we will only say that the budget
measures taken during the session will allow us to contirlue our activities concerning our
internal organisation and the implementation of the decisions of the organs of the Union on
the one hand, and our rclations rvith other inteniational institutions, on the other hand.

Regarding the preparation of the session of Algiers, since June 2003, the General Secretariat
made the necessary arrangcments with thc host country's authorities for the 45tl' Session of
the Executive Courmittcc and tl'rc 27tt'Conlerence to be hcld in the best conditions. I would
like to express ury sinccrc thanks to our host country for all the facilities ol'fered to the
dele gates.

III_ INTI'IINATI O NAL AC]'I\/I'I'IES

l- Relations rvith thc Intcr-llarliarnentara Union

LI. I I 7tt' Inter'-parlitrrnenlan, Assernbb,.
5-23 il 2001

'I'he Aliicatt Parliaurentary,tJnion took part in thc 110tI'Intcr-parliarncntary Conlerence which
agcttda cortrprisccl, in particular, the lbllou'ing iterns:

L Protuotittg intcniational reconciliation, hclping to bring stability to regions of
conflict, and assisting u,ith post-conllict reconstruction.

2. Working tor,varcls an equitable cnvironmcnt lor intcrnational trade: the issues
of agricultural products ancl thc access to basic ruedicines.

3. Irurthcring parlianrcntary deniocracy in order to protect human rights and
cncourage recorrciliatiou anrong peoplcs ancl partuership aurong nations.
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4. The role of parlianrcnts in stopping acts of violence, and the building of a
separation wall, in order to crcate conditions conducive to peace and a lasting
solutiou to the Palestinian-lsraeli conflict.

Resolutions otr these iterns havc been adopted by the Inter-Parliantentary Conference.

()n the fringes of the Conference, thc Africarl group convened a meeting on Sunday l8 April
The Co-orditration Conrnrittee of thc Conference on Rcfugecs held another meeting as well.

1. Meetins of tlie African Gror.rn

fhe Afi'ican Group t'uet on Sundiry 18 April undcr the chainnanship of I{.8. Ibrahirn
Boubacar Keita, Chairuran of thc Executivc Comrnittee of the APU. The following items
werc placcd on the agcnda of the nrecting:

. Choicc.of an erllergency itenr to be included in the agenda of
thc I l0t" Assenrbly;

o lrilling of vacant seats
r Iufortnation ou tlte date and veuue of the Confcrence on

Relugecs in Afrioa.

As regards the first item, thc African Group decidcd to support thc proposal of Lebanon and
Indonesia in support to the request of Arab Group.

'fhis iteru was acloptcd b1' the Asscnrbly in the plcnary session and ,uvas worded as follows:
"T'he role of porliunrcrtls'irt sloltltirtg ucts o.f-violetrce, and tlrc building ef o,separationwall, in
order lo crcatc corrcliliort.s'cotulucive lo peace arul u lostittg solutiort to lhe ?ale.slinian-lsraeli
t.- o nfl i cl ." (llnicrgencl, i t ern).

Conccrning tlte seconcl itcm relating to the vacant posts, all thc applioations subnrittcd by the
Al}ican Group lbr the clifl-ercnt boclics o1'the IPU havc becn approved.

Itcgarding the thircl itcut, the Afl'ican Group has been inlbrruecl that thc Conference on
Refugccs in Afi'ica u,ill bc hcld in Cotonou fi'onr 1't to 3'd.lunc 2004.

2. Meetins. ol- the Co-orcli nation Conrntittce of the Conferenoe on

Rclirgccs
'flrc Co-ordinatiort Cotnnril"tcc convened its rnccting on Wcdncscla5,2l April 2004 from 4.00
to 5.00 p.nr. uncler tlte chairnranship of the Spcakcr of thc National Assembly of Benin, I{.E.
Kolarvolc A. ll)JI, replacirrg thc Chairperscln of the Dxecutive Conrnrittee of the AIIU, IJ.E.
Mr. Ibrahinr lJoulracar l(cita, rvho was busy in another rncoting.

Durirtg tlte tttcctitig, rvhiclt hrcltscrl ou thc prellaration o[tlre Conferenoc, the nreurbers of the
Co-ordination (lottttnittce considercd the thcnrc of the confurence and the work programme
prcviousll' preparcci by a comnriLtcc conrltoscd of thc IPU ancl the AirU Secretariat, the
LINIJCR attcl thc ICRC. Alicl thoror-rgh clisoussious the nrcmbers of the co-ordinating
cournri ttee adoptecl the ltrogranrnte.
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At the end of the meeting, the Speaker of the National Assembly of Benin invited all African
members, as well as all intenrational organisations to participate in the Conference of
Cotonou.

1.2. I I Itt' Inter-parlianrcnlary Assembl.v
(Geneva Septenfier 28 - October l. 2004)

The APU took part in the llltt'Assernbly of the IPU, which was convened in Geneva from
September 28 to October 1,2004.

The following itcms were on the agenda of this Assernbly:

The role of parlianients in strengthening rnultilateral regimes for non-
proliferation of weapons and for disannament, in the light of new security
challenges

a

The role of parliaments in preserv'ing biodivcrsity

Beijing + l0: An cvaluation from a parliamentary perspective

The alarming situation in Iraq and the need for parliarnentary action to
contribute to restoring peace and sccurity in that country (emergency item)

The itenrs havc been discussecl in the cournrittecs of the Assenibly. The African Group
participatcd actively in the proccediugs of each of tlie four conrmittees.
In his capacity as co-ordinator of the Afiican Croup. the Secretary Gcneral of the APU made
the necessary provisions r,vith the diffcrent African parliamentary delegations for the continent
to be rcpresentcd in each of the drafting oonrniittees.

The meeting of the Al}ican Group

The Af ican Group mct on Septcrnbcr 27 uncler the cltairmanship of Mr. Ibrahim Boubacar'
KIlll'A, Speaker of thc National Asscmbly of N4ali and Chairperson of the Executive
Committee of the APU.

The Alrican Group adopted zur agcucla, which inclucled the following itenrs

Ilcpot't presenletl b1, tlrc repre.senlalives oJ' the A/|ican Group in the IPU
Execulivc Comntillee
Entergency ilem (o bc irtclucled irt the ugettda o.f tlrc IPU ConJbrence
C o m m i.s s i o tt .fo r A.f i c t t

Other.

Members of the Executivc Committee of the IPU representing the African Group (Kenya,
Togo, Namibia and Lib1,a) havc informed the Alrican Group of the issues that has been

considcred by the Ilxecutive Committee. 'they expressed the I['}U's concerns about the venue

a

a

a
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ol thc ncxt llteetiltg of thc Sltcakcrs of Parliarneuts and the Cardoso Iteport on the relationship
between the IPU anrl LINO.

The Africatt Group ltas urgecl thc Ah'ican menrbers of the Ilxecutive Comrnittee to present in
future nteetittgs a joint report on thc issues considered and which concent our continent.

Regarding tltc etuergcttcy item proposcd by the South African Parliarnent on the situation i1
Darlour (Sudan), tltc delegates of thc African Group announced through the representative of
the said Parliarncnt, the rvithclrarval o1'the proposition to include this item in the agendaof the
IPU Assernbly. In fttct, tlte dccision r.vas nradc lurther to the Pan-Afican Parliaments'
comtnittncnt to ct'rttsidcr African issucs in the fi'aurcwork ol'continental institutions.

Cotrcerttittg tlte llcltort of the Conrnrission for Africa, there was a docurnent rnade available in
English onll, which has bccn scnt by t.he Secletarl, General of the IPU on the request of the
Ilritish Group to Af ican national Parliamcnts, the Afi'ican Group requested that this
docurtrettt bc lbrwarded by thc Il'U to tlie Parlianrcnts in thc workiltg languagcs of the APU.

The African Group, tltcn hcld a dcbate on the itcms to be deliberated in the next session of the
IPU. In this rcspcct the Af ican Group laid special enrphasis on the questions relating to the
II{V/AIDS pandenric and to disamramcnt.

Concemittg our Itrcetings toclay, Mr. SAADANI Antar, Speaker of the Popular National
Assenrbly ol' Algeria rcitcral,cd thc irrvitation of thc Parliament of Algeria to all the
Parliaments o('tlte cotttinent to participate in the 27'l'Conlcrence of thc Alricin Parliamcntary
Utriorr sclrcdulccl to take placc in Algiels fj'onr Novcn'iter 27 to Decenrber 1,2004.

Lastly, thc Afiican (irou1r, resporrrling to the reclucst o1'the Aratr Group, cxpresscd its support
to thc catrcliclitcl,ol-l-l.l:. Abdc'l Wahid nL RADI Speaker ol-thc IIouse of Ilepresentativcs of
Morocco lbr thc tttetubership o1' the Dxeoutivc Cornurittce o[ thc ll'IJ irt replacement <lf the
rcpresentativc of Kun'irit.

At thc crtcl ol' tltc rnccting, VIr. lirralrirn lloubacar Kllll'z\, Chairpcrson of the llxecutive
Conrtuittee o1'thc AI)LJ, cxprcssccl his thanks and appreciation to all the Africau Parliantents
for their valtrablc cotttributiorr ancl solidarity, in the IPU gcopolitical Group and expressed
rvish and aspiratiou that this approach and unshakable support to all African issues will
continuc in ortlcr to have lhc AII'ican voice hcard.

2- Itclation n'ith thc Arab IntcI'-l'arlialrrcntary Uniorr

l'hc Aliicatt [)arliatuelttat'1, [.J1,1trn ltarticipatccl in the Il'l' C]onferencc of the Arab htter-
lrarliatttcntarl' LJrriott hcld in I)arnascus, S1,ria 1-3 N4arcli 2004.'fhe Clonlerence deliberated
various political, cconornic ancl organizatioual issues rvhcre it:

Paicl [r'ibtrtc to thc strugglc ol'thc l)alcsLinian pcople, strongly condenrned
lllassacrcs, acts of supplession, gravc violations ol humau rights visited on thc
Palcstirtiart peoplc, callcil on the intcrnational conrntrnity to protect tfienr,
dctrottttcecl builtling thc scparation u'all and r,r,elconrccl international efforl.s to
revivc the peace pl'ocess.
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2. I{citcratccl suitport to and solidarity with syria and Lebanon. Itegarding the
situation itt Iraq, the confcrence emphasized the need to protect the integrity of
this countty, respect its sovercignty and independcnce and protect its natural
wealth.

3. Condemncd all forms and practices of terrorisrn, calling for differentiation
betwecn tcrroristn and legitinrate struggle of the peoples to liberate their
tcrritories atrd restorc thcir lcgitiniate rights, reaffirming that terorism is an
irtternational pheuonrena that nccd to bc dealt with in an international
collectivc form through the United Nations and in accordance with the
principles aud standards in linc rvith thc United Nations Charter and the basic
rules of intenrational lar,v.

4. 'l'lie Confel'ence dealt rvith othcr issues sonre of r.vhich are those pertaining to
Afro-Arab parliartrentary dialogue, where the Conference decided to hold the
lltl' Aflro-nrab Parlianientary Conferencc in one of the Arab capitals ancl
recomtnetrded thc holding ol' a joint symposium betwecn African
Parliatnentary Union and the Arab Intcr-parliamentary Union on a subject of
interest to both sides.

3- Ilclation l,ith the Union of the OIC mernber statcs

Thc Africatt Parlianrcntary tJnion toolt parl in the thircl Conlerence of the Parliamentary
Ijrriorr of the OIC Mernbcr Statcs hclcl in I)akar 9-10 Marolt2004. This Session dcliberated a
large ttunrber of political, cconouric ancl cultulal issues. 'l'he linal cleclaration of the
Clonl-eretrce crubodiecl a largc nr-urrbcr o['rcsolutiolls ()rl cliversc issues and areas, a sumnlaly
of ii4riclt is as lblkru,s:

Situation in Iraq ancl thc ncccl for thc lull rcstoration of the political and
econonric sovcrcigntl, of the pcoplc of lracl and rcbuilding of their country,
the Palestirtizut cluestion, tlrc l-loly Qucls, thc occupied Arab tenitories in Syria
altd Lcbiutott attcl tlic intcrnational cl'lbrts ainrccl at reviving the pcace process
in thc nridcllc cast.

2. 'l'hc nccd lbr thc liglrt against terrorisnr unclcr the unrbrella ol'the tJnited
Natiotts. reafllntration o['thc lcgitinrate right to rcsist occupation and loreign
aggrcssiott iu accolclancc *'ith articlc 5l o1' the Ihited Nations Chartcr and
otlter relcvurrt doouurents ancl arrill)gentrrnts pcrtaitring to thc licluidation of
colonialisnr unrl racisnr.

3. Consolitlatiotr ol'ellorts ainrccl at cstablishing a durablc lbrr-ur of dialogue
bctwcctr the parlianrentarians fronr thc lslarnic rvorlcl and thcir counterparls in
tltc i.vcstertr u'orld, anrl cqLrally setting up of mechanisnts and channels of
dialogue cottcentrating olr crrllrrral issrrcs anrl or.r llre realilics ol' common
issr.res in civilizations.

4. 'l'hc necti to allcviatc thc iurpact ol' globalization on developing countries
tlrrough 1he pronrotion of' lhc nrcans of production, allocation o1' more
financial resoLlt'ccs to clcvelopmcnt pro.iects, establisltment of Islarnic
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con1nlol1 ntarket and facilitating exchatrge of economic data and information
and feasibility studics.

4- Ilelatiorrs rvith the United Nations I{igh Commissioner for Refuges

l"he Parliarnentary Conference of Afican Parliaments on "Rcfugees in Africa: the
challcngcs of pl'otection nnd solutions" took place in Cotonou, Benin, from l to 3 June
2004. The Confererlcc, hostecl b1,the National Assenrbly of Benin, organized by the African
Parliantentarl' UIrion , in partnership with the United Nations IJigh Commissioner for
Refugccs and rvith tltc sponsorship of the Inter-l'}arliamentary Union, aimed to permit an
exchattge of vielvs amorlg parliamentarians on a subject which is of particular interest in
Afi'ica, and to outline lasting futurc parliamentary and inter-parliarnentary action. The main
objcctives of thc Conference tvcre to:

. Promote awarencss of international and regional rcfugee law.

. Sharc best practiccs rclating to preserving the civilian and humanitarian
charactcr of asylurtr, the physical protection of refugces, as well as Iocal
capacity-building.

. llxchatrge views or1 rlcw initiatives regarding durable solutions for refugees.

. Assess progress on follorv-up to thc 2002 Al'Ll/IPU/ICRC Niarney Conference
ott Itttcntartional I-luntartitarian [,arv lor thc l)rotection of Civilians during
z\rurcd Conllict.

The Conlcrcncc \\'as attc'urlcrl [r1, a large nunrber of l'}arliamentary clclegations representing
Natiortal Parliatrtctttaty Asscrnblics ol' i\lgcria, Angola, Benin, ilurkina Faso, Cameroon,
Chacl, Cl6te d'lvoire, Detnocratic l{cpublic of thc Congo, E,gypt, Iiritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Chatru, Clambia, (iuiuea, I-ibcria, Mali, Morocco, Nigcr, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, ancl Uganda.

The Confbrerlcc cor.rcltrdecl its rvork in thc univcrsal adoption of a Declaration and a
I'rogt'atttttre of Action tltzrt tacklcd a nurnber of issucs pertaining to questions rclating to
rcfugcc situatiotts in truurerous All'ioan countries. 'l'hesc issues focused on :

I. IIonoLrring ancl strcugthcuing of iutcnrational relugee, hurnart rights and
humanitarian principles,

2. Ii'inding rlurablc solutions tlrrough prontoting ancl a1;ply,ing lt'rcitsures relating to
scll' rcliancc ol rchrgccs to dccrease clcpenclencl,,

3. Iursuring llhysical ancl legal protcction ancl nraintaining the civilian and
liumanitarian charactcr of asy,lp111,

4. Strengthcning the rolc of Parliarnents in ensuring that parlianrents fulfil their
role iu tlte proccss ol' acceding to thc instnrnrents ol' irrtcnrational refugee,
Ittttnatt rights atrd huurauitarian lar,v, uudertaking to encourage a wide-ranging
clcbate ott tltc state of rtational legislation to iruplcutcnt international refugee,
Itutnatr rights aud humanitarian larv, and establishing standing committees, or
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sub-colll11ittees, clcaling rvith all nrattcls related to refugccs and irrternational
humanitarian law,

5. Promoting a change in attitudes towards rcfugees by underlaking to foster a
positive attitude towards relirgces and displaced persons.

With regard to inrplettrentation and follow-up actions the Secretariat General distributed
widely alllollg Alrican Parliartrents and rcgional, parliamcntary and international
organisations tlte I;inal Declaration and thc Programme of action which have been adopted by
the Confercnce. Tlte Sccrcl"ariat General takes this opportunity to urge all African Parliaments
to implentent tlte recontmendations nracle in Cotonou as well as the programme of action
adopted by thc Conlcrcnce.

5- I{clations n'ith thc Ilconornic Cornrnission for Africa

In the contcxt of thc rclations of co-operation between the APU and the Economic
Comlnission for Africa (llCA) an invitation has bcen forwarded to the Afi'ican Parliamentary
Union to participate in thc mcctings of the Afi'ican l)cvclopment Forum lV which was held in
Addis Ababa I l-15 Octobcr 2004 to dcliberatc on thc thernc of Governctncefor a Progressing
.4Ji'ica.

The Africatr Devcloptnent Forunr (ADI]), an initiative led by Ilconomic Comrnission for
Africa (ECA) to set up an Alrica-drivcn dcvclopnrcnt agenda, co-sponsored by the African
Devclopnrcnt Ilank (ADB) ancl thc African llnion (AtJ) is clesigned to provide the political
spacc firr a broad spcctrunr of interested partics I.o gain a dccper understandiltg of tlie
dimeltsiotrs o1' goverttancc. aclclrcss kcy challcngcs. co-ordinate existing initiativcs, and
develop strategies lor thc irnplcnrcntation ancl rnonitolirrg of good governance ltractices at the
natioual, sub-regional ancl lcgional lcvcls.

-l'o 
aclticvc this objcctive, the Alrican Devclopnrent Forunr has becn structurcd to work

tlrrough uine Iroctts Groulrs given a nrore ccntral ancl integratcd rolc, one of thcse Focus
Groups is the Parliarncntarl, group. During thc l;'orunr, thc l;ocus Groups lacilitated a focused
discussiott in thc short amount oltiurc allocatcd in thc breakout scssion.

'l'hc ADIr IV builcling ott tltc firct that goocl govcnlarlcc ancl sustainable development are two
sides ol' 1he satttc coin, triecl to set the key challcngcs to goocl goventance in Africa
cottsiclerittg that Ali'ica's ovcrarching ohallcnge is tn crcate strong, capable, dcvelopmcntal
statcs, tltc AI)l; IV cotrlcl strcccsslirlly sct thc challcngcs to good go\/crnance and an agcnda
for actiott to dcly thcsc clrallcngcs antl to ailclrcss capacity delicits in key areas.'fhe nrain
lcaturcs o1'this agenda lirr actiou alc:

l. Irnprovirtg Checks und IJuluttcc.r: by strcngthcning the caltacity of parliarncnts
to perlorttt tltcir ktry lLuctions, rclbrnring thc.jLrdicial systems and increasing the
capacity of political partics.

2. Strengthertirrg Africon llledio: by acccpting an obligation that rnedia is to be
transparettt and accountatrlc by providing inforrlation to it rvhen it is sought and
atrsrvcring cluestiotts about tlrcir pcrfonllarlce to the best of thcir ability, by
allorving both thc privatc ancl public nrcclia to function without intcrfercnce and
to rcspcct nrcdia rvorkcrs' lieedonrs and rights rvithout resort to violencc,
intirnidation or detcntion to ourtail reltorters' activitics
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4.

5

Iforuessitrg Traditional Governance Ins'titulions: 'l'raditional governance
structures attd systeuts should oontinue to enshrine the devolution of power witli
the ruler subject to laws and codes of conduct.

Tacklittg Corruption: by applying botli short-tenn and longer-term measures to
eradicate comrption across all levels of society, ensuring that budgets at all
levels of government are published, comprchensible and accessible to all
citizens, and that govenlmellt procurement practices are both competitive and
transparent.

Refonning the Public Sector ond Intproving Service Deliyery,.' b), inrproving
thc qualitl, of inlbrnration available to citizens and sinrplilying procedures lor
citizeus inquiring and accessiug goverruncnt scrviccs.

Unleashing the Potentiol of the Privote Sector: by creating an enabling
euviroturtcrtt tltrough efl'cctivc partnerships between thc govcmment, the private
sector, and oivil society to enhance thc spirit of participatory development and
incrcase citizen engagcnrL'rrt iu crcating a secure and stablc cnviromrent in
rvhich corporations call grorv and thrive.

Figlrlirtg HIV/AIDS rc o Goyerilnilce Issue: Fighting IIIV/AIDS in Africa
implics an urgent recognition of its devastating impacts on governance, as well
as coucerted and coordinatcd action to mitigate its effects. In the next ten years,
Africa could lose over ten million of its rvork fcrrce if'urgent actions are not
takett. Ongoing initiatives, such as thc Comnrissiorl or1 I{IV/AIDS and
Govclnar.tce in Af ica (CllGA), should bc supported n'hilc national govermnents
It.lLlst de vclop practic:itl but cfl'cctivc strategies to cronrbat the clisease.

Organizations like UNAIDS, CIICA, ancl WIIO neecl to bcttcr coordinate tlteir
effbrts attcl rvork in collaboration r,vith thc A[], sub-regional organizations aud
natioual govcl'lltllcrlts in cvolving a conruron rvolka,ble stralegy to an'est the
sprcacl ol' the ciisease ancl proviclc aclcqr"rate treatnrcnt lbr pcople living with
AIDS.

tl'fairtstreurning Gendar Conccrr.r: All political aucl governanoe bodics musl
insLitr-rtionalizc policics that guarantee gcnclcr cqLrality. Leaclership training
prograulnlcs lbr rvorucrr slroulcl be devclopccl and supportccl kr enablc theur to
rise to thc clrallengcs ol-clcctccl or appointcd olllcc.

Ilttildirtg Slrorr14, E/fectivc I'ut'trrerships x,ithin Africa: in linc rvith the shared
aspiration to clcvelop an Af ican-o*,uecl agcucla lor good go\/crnelncc, rvork is

nccdcd to lbrgc partne-r'slrips rvith institutions arrd uctr.vorks that focr-rs on pillars
o[ govcnrancc, such as thc African I'arliamentary Uniclu. Alrican
Parlianrcntarians Agailrst Corruption, Ah'icau Association ol Ontltuclsman, the
Blectoral Institute of Southcnr A{iica, All'ican I'lunran Itiglrts Conrntission, the
regiortal Local Govcrnnreut Associatiorts, the Afl'ican Worncn l)arliatnentarians
and Alricart Youth Parlianrcnt. Building alliances around suoh institutions will
help to clecpeu govcnrance principles ancl stanclards and builcl cousensus on best
practices as such coalitions hclp to rcinl'orcc conunitnrcut aud encourage
expcricuce sharing

6
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IV. OTIIBR ACTIVITIES OF'TIIII APU

1-Conference of Spcakers of African Parliaments on
dcmocracy and dcvelopment

lJpon the invitation of 1he People's Asscmbly of the Arab Republic of Egypt, in partnership
rvith the Africart Parliamentary Union the Conference of Speakers of Afiican parliamenti
on Denrocracy and Dcvelopnrcnt r.vas held in Cairo fron'r 5 to 7 January 2004. A
considerable nutnber of Speakers of Afi'ican Parliaments took part in this conference which
focuscd its delibcrations on thc followitlg arcas:

1. The nccd to esl-ablish peace and sccurity in the African
continent tlrrough the settlement of disputes arnorlg its sister
countries and to iurprove the African conditions tluough tlie
strengthening of peace and security mechanisms and initiatives
in Afi'ica.

2. Dcmocracy and dcvclopmcnt have to take into consideration the
historic, cultural particularitics and civilizations of all the
pcoples of the contineut and respect of the inalienable rights of
the Afi'ican pcoples.

3. The Lrtenrational community should assulllc its responsibility
ancl participatc in achieving dcvelopment in Aliica tlrror-rgh the
scarch lbr a ra1;icl solrrtion to {he debt problcrn and thc transfer
o1- tcclrnologl, needed for dcvclopnrent in Afi.ica under
reasonablc lcgal and llnancial conditions.

4. 'l'he neecl to strengthcn the denrocratic process by ensuring
h'ansparent ancl frcc clcctoral process, iutproving, at the
lcgislative aud oversigltt lcvcls, of parliamentarl, action as a
pillar of denrocratic practice, strengthening of the role of the
civil society, protecting human riglrts by means such as
parliantentary conrnrittecs or national councils cltarged with
huuran rights and cncouraging participation of rvomen and
incrcasing thcir political and cconomic r:apacity.

5 'l'lrc nccci to achicvc sustainablc developnrcnt ancl strengthen
AII'ican ccorrorric conrplenrentary tlu'ough cloubling eflorts to
spced trp cstablishnrcnt of joint Afi'ican firrancial and econornic
institutions.

6. striving to llnd a dccisive and global solution to the extcrnal
cicbt burden, cncouraging national and loreign investnrents
through a stablc lcgislative system, increasing effectiveness in
thc fight against corruption, and continuing thcir efforts to
i nr plerncr rt Alrican co nrplcurentari ty pro.j ects.

la
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2 - Confcrcncc on Democracl', I-Iurnan rights, and the rolc of
the International Crilninal Court

This Conferetrce is held in co-operation bctwcen the Goverrunent of the Republic of Yemen
Irorrr l0 to 12 January 2004 in partnership with the European Commission, and an NGO
named "No Peace Without Justice". It was held to address the issues of democratisation and
huuran rights prcservation and thc role of thc civil societl, in this respect, and the process of
ratification of thc statutcs of the Intemational Crintinal Court (lCC).

The conferellce was attcnded by reprcsentativcs of govenrntent (on the lcvel of the ministry of
Ibreign aflairs artd urinistrl' o1' justicc), nrcmlrcrs of'Parliantents, representatives of the Civil
Society attd represcutatives of Govenrmcntal ancl Parliarllentaly Organisations namely the
r\rab League, OlC, Alrican Parlianrcntary Union, Arab lnLer-Parliamentary Union and the
Parliamentary Union of the OIC (PtiOIC).

'[-he tnaitt theure of the Conlcrcncc rvas to prornote a conrnloll understauding on the issues of
thc rulc of larv, clenrocracl, and human rights and the ncecl to specd up the process of
ratification of the statutcs o1' thc Intcrnational Crinrinal Courl (lCC). In this respect the
Conl-erence :

1. ltecognized the diversc cultural and religious values as a source of strength in
understattding and inrplenrenlirrg thc prirrciplcs of democracy and human
lights.

2. Eutpliasizccl thc irrrportancc ol'crcating clectccl lcgislaturcs truly rcprcsenting
thc pcople, accountablc cxccr-rtivc autlrorities boturd b1, 11r" basic rr-rle of good
govcl'uancc eurd an i nclepcnclent .j ucl ici ary.

3. Stressecl the irrtportancc o1'strcrrgtlrcning thc role ol'\\/ourcn in sooieties, thc
ttcccl to strcngthcn tlic role ol' the oivil societ1,. organizc and create an
inclcrpeuclcut trncl a lj'ee tleclia.

4. Itealfrrntecl thc role ol' thc lCC.
compatibility ol' recluirenrents o1'

constitutions ancl Iarvs.

drerv attention to the inrportancc of
thc ICC statutes rvith thc national

5. Ilrttltltasizcd thc ttcccl to clil'I'crcntiute bctrvcc'u tcrrorist actions and national
struggle attd to lirrtlrcr state thc rclationshilr bctu,ecn thc ICC and thc UN
orgarls cspccially thc- Sccurity Council.

3 - Inauguratiorr of thc of thc Pan Africnn Parliarncnt

lu response to thc invitation extcnded to thc Sccrctary Gcneral of the APU by II.ll. the
Conruissioner of thc Afi'ican I-Jnion, thc Ali'ican Parliantcntary Union observed the
ccrcnrotries of thc ittaLtguration ol the I'an Al}ican Parlianrcnt. l'his historic evcnt which took
place in Addis Ababa on l8'l'lr4arch 2004, has bccn rviclely atlendecl by participants h'orn all
ovcr Africa, notably b1, ltortourablc Spcakcrs ancl menrbers of parliarnents. The Pan-African

I3
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Parliament elected Mrs.
composed of four deputies

Gertrude MONGELLA as President and also elected a bureau

It is a source of satisfaction to recall the huge efforts exerted by the African Parliamentary
Union in establishing direct contacts, through its Follow-up Committee, to speed up the who[
process of ratification by national parliaments of the protocol establishing the fan-African
Parliament. In the framework of endeavours aimed at lstablishing relations of co-operation
with the Pan-African Parliament, we invited the Pan-African Parliament to attend this
conference. We hail the presence of Honourable Gertrude MONGELLA, president of the pan
African Parliament among us.

,
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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

27'h CONFERENCE
Algiers, 29-30 November 2004

REPORT OF COMMITTEE I

The Committee I set up by the 27m Conference of the Union was entrusted with
consideration of items 5 and 7 of the agenda concerning on the one hand, the promotion
of Good Governance and on the other hand, the Representation of African Women in the
decision-making bod ies.

The Committee met on Tuesday 29 Novemb er 2004 and set up its bureau as follows:

. Chairperson: Mrs BITAT of Algeria

. Rapporteur: Mrs ALAZA LAMATOU of Benin

During the session, it set up a Draft Committee in order to draw draft resolutions on the
items of the agenda of the Committee. This Committee was conlposed of delegates from:
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, congo, Egypt, Mali, Morocco, Senegal Sudan and
Togo.

The speech of the President of the Republic as well as the contributions made by National
groups, either written or oral was used as basic documents.

After fruitful debates by the Dratt Committee and the Committee, the latter proposed to
the 27h Conference the adoption of the following r.esolutigns:

', :l
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Draft resolution on the Promotion of Good Governance: Role of
African Parliaments

The African Parliamentary Union, meeting atits276 Conference in Algiers, (Algeria), on
29 and 30 November 2004,

i a) Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration adopted in September 2000 inr New York.

b) Recalling its relevant resolutions, especially :

- on Parliament and Democracy (praia, June 1994)
- on Public Administration (Luanda, September 1999)
- on the Fight againsr corruption (Abuja, October 2001)

c) Emphasising that good governance comprises :

- the political govemance which involves democracy, rule of law, fundamental
freedom and separation of powers, etc...

- the economic governance which demands essentially good management and
the fight against corruption

d) Considerine that good governance is achieved through the tegislative power, the
executive power and judicial power, and that it must be analysed according to the
trend of the democratic process, human rights, the pre-eminence of law, in
comparison with mismanagement and corruption.

e) Aware that democracy enables each citizen to enhance his creativity and his
participation in the development and sustainability of the society.

0 Emphasising that democracy particularly implies the people's power to determine,
either directly or through their representatives, the government's political
responsibility before them and to provide the leaders with the necessary resources to
run State affairs.

g) Considering African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) is an innovarive insrrumenr of
the NEPAD for a better induoement of our states to development.

h) Deplorine that in some cases, Africa's huge resources are mismanaged and
squandered and that this mismanagement jeopardises the rigorous allocition of
resources and weakens the boom of the vital sectors of the economy.

i) Recalline the importance of the New partnership for Africa's development (;.{EpAD),
one of its main requirements being good governance both from the political and

I
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i) Emphasising that good governance goes hand in hand with the political will to
establish a good governance, and the responsibility of the parliamentarials to control
governmental. action, assess its performance and veriff if tn. funds were spent in
accordance with the law.

k) Considering that decentralisation enables a participation of the populations to manage
public affairs and their localities.

l) Notine that sluggish implementation of the decentralisation exercise in our states
does not permit development and local governance.

m) Regretting that the parliamentary control is Iimited by several factors such as the lack
of material, financial and human resources, the low participation of the civil society
and the press and by the right of reserye or professional secrecy.

n) Aware that good governance is one of the major conditions required to prevent
conflicts.

o) Considerine that one of the basic principles of good governance is to have all the
components of the society participate in the definition of strategies and programmes
and in decision making and Wishing that this participation-be meaningful and
beneficial to the society.

p) Regretting, especially, the high rate of illiterate women, the low participation of
women in the decision-making bodies and in the economic area.

q) Regretting further the inadequate and inappropriate products of the education,
technical and vocational training system and brain drain.

r) Notins that the mismanagement of resources and, particularly, corruption has a
serious impact on African economies, as corruption hinders economic growth,
considerably impoverishes the peoples and leads to a sort of parallel economy.

s) Considering that corruption is an impediment to progress, favours disorder and
violence and maintains impunity, distorts the political game and deprives all the
mechanisms of control of their meaning.

t) ea$td9[ng also that the fight against corruption is at present a prerequisite for
assistance to development.

u) Emphasising that an independent magistrature has considerable impacts on good
govemance, and more particularly, on private investments and the respict of laws.

v) Nqrti&q the impact that the new information and communication technologies can
have on good governance.
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w) Convinced that the parliamentarians, as legitimate representatives of the peoples,
have an essential role to play in the management of internal and external resources
required for the development of the continent.

x) Concerned about the weak consultation framework of discussions of African
parliamentarians at the regional and continental levels and Anxious to achieve good
govemance throughout the continent.

ENDORSES all the recommendations stated in the Millennium Declaration and in all
the pertinent conventions of the United Nations Organisation (LINO), the African
Union and allthe tIN specialised agencies.

URGES parliaments to promote democracy and human and peoples rights, including
minorities rights, by enacting rules that guarantee the rule of law and tike account of
the voices of the poor and the most vulnerable.

3' CALLS ON parliamentarians to create a healthy political and legal environment by
carrying out institutional and organisational reforms, adopting norms and codes of
good conduct for good governance, and most particularly, by strengthening the
parliamentary control through reform of the judicial system and fighting against
corruption and embezzlement.

4. CALLS ON parliaments to create and strengthen national, regional and continental
structures that ensure good governance and democratic life.

5. URGES parliaments to work together to have all African countries adopt more
egalitarian political processes that would allow the effective participation of all
citizens in public life.

REQUESTS parliaments to set up schemes aimed at ensuring state capacity building
with a view to improving the economic governance and allowing the private sector to
participate in the conception and achievement of poverty alleviation programmes by
creati ng a favourab le i nvestment environment.

CALLS ON parliaments to reinforce the separation of powers in order to make the
control mechanisms and the opposition forces work more effectively and
EMPHASISES the need for a real political will to implement thevarious funciioning
mechanisms and processes, and the need for an individual and collective sense of
responsibility.

8. REQUESTS countries which have no opposition statute to have this instituted and to
make it functional.

6
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9. URGES parliaments to embark on a dialogue with the civil society, including
research centres, NGOs and unions, in order to make the laws comply morl with their
aspirations and open their doors to the citizens for transpar.n.y und information.

10. URGES also parliaments to lend support to the establishment and strengthening of
Children's Parliament which allows them to express their concerns on staL laws and
policies.

ll. STRESSES the importance of the role of a responsible press and that of the press in
the control of governmental action and CALLS ON parliaments of countries which
have no press regulation entities to establish them and to make sure that the press
observes its own codes of ethics and contributes effectively to the correct information
of the public and to the awakening of a strong civil society.

12. CALLS ON parliaments to consolidate conflict prevention, management and
resolution mechanisms at the regional and continental llvels for peace to firevail.

13. REMINDS parliaments that legislative success depends on the technical capacities of
the houses, the efficient management of the parliamentary agenda and, mostly, the
use of the means they constitutionally have to control the government and CALLS
ON them to atone for their structural and institutional weaknesses particularly by
being fi nancially autonomous.

14. CALLS ON partiaments to acquire appropriate infrastructures, departments and
commiss ions with h igh-performance equ ipment and qual ifi ed personnei.

15. HAILS the initiatives of countries and organisations which support the strengthening
programmes of some parliaments by providing them with sufficient tecfrnica[
financial and material assistance.

16. URGES parliaments to work in order to successfully implement the decentralisation
programme and CALLS ON governments to effect the transfer of skills and
resources to local communities.

l7'CALLS ON parliaments to urge governments to adhere to the African peer Review
Mechanism

I8. CALLS ON all the APU organs to contribute actively in rhe-implementation of
NEPAD and to its endorsement by parliaments and the Airican peoples.

I9. REQUESTS the state to include the information and communication new
technologies in the sound management of public affairs and in the administrative
reform programme.

20. URGES parliaments to make use of all the means of constitutional control for
checking governmental action. It concerns mainly oral questions to the governments,
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commissions of enquiry, questioning and account rendering and REeUESTS the
Executive power to furnish all the necessary information to parliaments in order to
accompl ish their tasks.

2l ' REQUESTS the states to include parliaments in signing of international agreements,
treaties, conventions and protocors signed by their governments.

22' SUPPORTS the initiative of the President of the Republic of Senegal for the
establishment of a Pan African institute for good governance.

23. CALLS ON parliaments to support the African Union in the objectives set, by
conferring on the Pan African Parliament all the powers need for the development of
the African continent

2. Draft resolution on the representation of women in decision-making
bodies: obstacles and strategies

The African Parliamentary Union (APU), meeting at its 27'h Conference in Algiers
(Algeria) on the 29 and 30 November 2004,

a) Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the African Charter
Declaration on Human and Peoples' Rights and the Protocol to the African
charter on Human and People's Rights rerating to women rights.

b) Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of action adopted during 4th World
Conference on women held in Beijing, on September 1995 und th. fina'idocument
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its extraordipary
session on the theme "Women in the year 2000: gender equality, development and
peace".

c) Recalling the Beijing parliamentary declaration adopted by the participants at the
Parliamentary Day held on the occasion of the 4th World Conference on Worn.n.

d) Reaffirming the Millennium Declaration proclaimed by the United Nations and
Heads of state and the development objectives contained in it, especially, the
gender equal opportunity, the integration of women in active life, both
economically and politically, needed for the consolidation and- the demooratic
process.

e) Recalling the Universal Declaration adopted by the Inter-parliamentary Union in
t997.

f) Being delighted by the implementation of the African Union recommendation
aimed at establishing a parity policy in the decision-making bodies
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g) Bearing in mind the resolution 1325 adopted by the Security Council at its 4213h
session of 31 October 2000 and relating to ihe effects of armed conflicts on
women and young girls.

h) considering that women account for about half of the African population.

i) Emphasising the fact that women, because of the importance of school
attendance, their level of education, their traditional know-how, constitute an
inadequately used skill reserve.

j) Convinced that women are mostly bearer of values based on a spirit of solidarity,
social justice and peace.

k) Noting that in spite of constitutional provisions instituting the principles of
equality between man and women, in practice, discrimination prevails between
genders.

I) Noting that women are always under-represented in decision-making bodies in
governments, public administrations, judicial systems, economy and in elections,
particularly in Parliament.

m) Considering that the equal participation of women and men in decision-making
bodies, constitutes the basic element of the implementation of principle of Human
rights, justice of democratic legitimacy.

n) Considering the inadequate perceptibility of the contribution of women in
political, economic and public life in general.

o) Considering the lake of retiable data on the breakdown of gender in decision-
making bodies in the economic sector and in potitical pirties, unions and
associations.

p) Emphasising rhe key role that parliaments can play in promoting equal
opportunity thanks to their legislative, governmental control and public-opinion
gathering mission.

q) Taking into account the recommendations of the ad hoc commission of ApU
women parl iamentarians.

CALLS oN men and women parliamentarians to involve themselves in
strengthening the parliamentary action intended to achieve gender equality at
the national and international level and to followlup closely 

-the

implementation of Beijing platform and the final document of the
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extraordinary session of the General Assembly of the United Nations held in
2000.

2. CALLS ON parliame_ntarians to pay more attention to issues of equality and
partnership by the effective participation of women in the mechanisms of
Parliamentary Assemblies, notably, in the commissions by targeting a
minimum representation of 30yo.

3. CALLS ON the APU to take necessary measures to sanction the delegations
which do not include a woman parliamentary representative.

4. REQUESTS governments to establish systematic policies of integration of
equal chances.

5. RECOMMENDS to Parliaments to review the law instruments in order to
include, when necessary, the concerns relating to equality between men and
women.

6. RECOMMENDS to encourage the ditTerent ministerial sectors to consider
the specific needs of women during the drawing up of policies, particularly,
budgetary policies and facilitate the analysis of the impiication of buAgetaiy
choices on women.

7. REQUESTS Heads of state and government as well as political party leaders
to decide a quota policy to impose the presence of larger number of women at
all levels of decision-making.

8. REQUESTS parliaments to see to it that international commitments
undertaken by their governments be fulfilled and implemented especially
those relating to the convention on the elimination of all foims of
discriminations against women.

9. RECOMMENDS that the international treaties and commitments on gender
issues including the conventions against all forms of discriminatio*ns on
women be ratified and implemented.

10. RECOMMENDS the setting up of a system of information and reliable data
basis divided according to gender at the sub-regional and regidnal levels.

I l. RECOMMENDS the harmonisation at the continental level assessment
indicators relating to gender equality, particularly those relating to the
implementation of the Beijing platform.

12. RECOMMENDS the development of network of exchange, information and
data among the different parliaments in order to make known and propagate
the useful progress for equal chances in each countries.
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13. CALLS oN governments to involve women in the fight against poverty and
the prevention, management and sefflement of conflictsl

14. CONDEMNS the berittlement of the image of women and GALLS oN
governments to raise the image of women in the society by making use of all
communication technologies.

15. CALLS FoR the setting up of a standing committee of women
parliamentarians within the African parliamentary Union.



AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
APU

REPORT OF COMMTTTF,z

The committee2,constituted by the 27'h Conference, met on 29 and30
November,2004. The cornrnittee elected its bureau as follows:

President: Hon. Mohamed Abdel Mati from Egypt
Rapporteur: Hon. Daniel Khamasi from Kenya

The delegates from the following countries took part in the proceedings:

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, D.R. Congo, Egypt, E,thiopia,

Ghana, Gabon, Congo, Kenya, Equatorial Guinea, Libya, Mali, Morocco,
Mauritania, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, the Sudan, Senegal, Togo and

Tunisia.

The cornmittee examined the item on "the role of African Parliaments in the
promotion of an equitable international trade".

The Committee took note of the documents presented by national Parliaments

apd after debate, a drafting committee composed of delegates from Algeria,
Gabon, Egypt and the Sudan was set up to prepare the draft resolution.

The draft resolution was subrnitted for discussion and approval to the committee

at its 3'd sitting on 30 November.

Following is the dral't resolution:



AFRICAN PARTIAMENTARY UNION
APU

27th CONFERENCE
Algiers, 29-30 November 2004

CONF.27lP.6iPR

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON
THE ROLE OF PARLIAMEI{TARTANS IN

THE PROMOTION OF AI{ EQUITABLE TNTERNATTONAL TRADE

The African Parliamentary Union, meeting atits?7th Conference in Algiers, (Algeria), on
29 and 30 Novemb er 2004,

Recalling:
o the Doha Declaration adopted at the WTO fourth ministerial Conference (Doha,

November 2001),

' the objectives stated in the ACP countries-European Union partnership Agreement
(Cotonou, June 2000),

o the Declaration of the wTO parliamentary Conference of Cancun (Cancun,
September 2003),

o the resolution of the llOth General Assembly of the lnter-parliamentary Union on
international trade (Mexico, April 2004),

' the Declaration of the parliamentary meeting on the occasion of the UNCTAD XI
(Sao Paulo, June 2004),

r the Declaration of WTO parliamentary Conference of Brussels (Brussels, November
2004),

o the framework agreement adopted by the WTO General Council on the removal of
agriculture export subsidies and the reduction of tariffs barriers (Geneva, August
2004),
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Noting that international trade can be an important factor for economic development and
poverty reduction,

considering that the majority of wro members are developing countries,

Convinced that an equitable multilateral trading system would allow a deeper integration
of African countries in the global economy and an improvement of the revenues
necessary for their development needs,

Afirming that the objectives of the Millennium cannot be achieved without an equitable,
open and non-discriminatory trade,

Noting with satisfaction that the voice of the emerging countries, developing countries
(DC) and least-developed countries (LDC) gathered in negotiation g.orpr, h-as become
stronger at the WTO Ministerial Conferences and that they can better defend their vital
interests,

Considering further that agriculture plays a major role in economic growth and in poverty
reduction strategies of most African countries,

Noting that the present international trade mechanisms tend to maintain the African states
and their populations in poverty,

Considering also, that external indebtedness impedes production and trade capacities of
African countries,

Emphasising, the distinct declaration of the Doha's Conference Declaration on the
application of the Agreement on trade-related aspects of intetligence property rights
(TRIPS Agreement) aimed at promoting public health, access to diugs und ."r"ur.h and
development of new drugs,

Deploring agricultural products export subsidies in the developed countries are higher
than the total amount of development aid to African countries,

considering the importance of the African integration and the NEPAD,

Noting, that cotton production in West and Central African countries represent between
40%o and 80% of the export revenues ofthese countries,

Noting, moreover, that sliding international cotton prices due to subsidies paid by rich
countries to their farmers seriously jeopardise the economic growth potential of African
cotton producing countries,

Considering that African countries have suffered a lot from the downswing in agricultuial
commodity prices which has not only led to a sharp drop in export revenue, but also a
dislocation of agricultural production in countries which opted the agricultural trade
liberalisation.
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Is very pleased with the decisions of the WTO General Council adopted in Geneva
on August 1,2004 which reopened the talks started in Doha on agricuiture, industrial
products, services and other customs formalities;

Calls on African governments to continue to give priority to a multilateral approach
of trade talks to have their interests better taken into consideration;

Insists on the right of developing countries. in general and of African countries in
particular to play an active role in the international trade system in order to avoid
their marginal isation,

Emphasises the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation and particularly among
African countries,

Reqttests the WTO to take into account the various levels of development of its
member States with a view to fostering the setting up ol'zur equitable international
trading system;

6. Cctlls on African national parliaments to get involved in trade talks beside their
governments in order to give a human and democratic dimension to international
trade rules;

7. Aftlrnls tliat the WTO multilateral fiamervork should. above all, protect t6e weakest
trade actors and admit their specificities instead of firv'ouring rich countries' interests
and increase insecr-rrity among the popLrlations of developing countries;

8. Rcclue.sts the WTO mernbers, particularly, development partncrs, to enhapce their
contribLrtions to the WTO Doha Developrnent z\genda Global 'Irust Fund and give
priority to technical cooperation and capacity building programmes in developing
countries and least developed countries;

9. Calls on the WTO members to continue to make ef-fbfts, in accordance with the Doha
Declaration, to achieve the objective of an access to duty-fiee and quota-free markets
fbr prodLrcts originating from least-developed countrie.s;

10. Urges tlle WTO to take specitic measlrres that woLrld facilitate the integration of
srnall and vulnerable economies into the multilateral trading system;

I l. Calls on the WTO, the IMF and the World Bank to work tbr the promotion of sound
economic policies with a view to addressing the constraints faced by African
countries to adapt to a more tiberal trade environment;

12. Emphasises the relationship betrveen trade, debt and finances and Requesls the WTO
and the Bretton Woods institutions to effectively adopt sound tradi and financial
measures that would allow the multilateral trading system to contribute to a durable
solution to the problem of external indebtedness of African countries;

2
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13. Regrets that the current WTO rules on public health do not foster competition in
generic products r,l'hich are essential and vital for the African populations plagued
with HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other life-threatening diseases;

14. Encottrages national African parliaments to take the necessary legislative measures
aimed at facilitating the transfer of technologies for the production of generic drugs;

15. Request,v African national parliaments to take necessary legislative measures as part
of the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement and the WTO subsequent decision of
30 August 2003, to promote public health, ,,vithoLrt prejudice to the actions to be
undertaken to revise this complicated and inequitable system;

16. Reque.;t.s'therefure the WTO to relax the terms contained in its decision of 30 August
2003 on the implementation of the paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration TRIpS
Agreement and Public Health, in order to allow an ef-fective access to generic
products for countries with little drLrg rnanufacturing capacities or whithout
pharmaceutical industry:

r: fi.Requesls WTO, within the fiamework of the system stemming from the decision of
30 August 2003, to consider vaccines as pharmaceutical products just as drugs, active
constituents, diagnosing eqr-ripment, given the economic aspect of these measures fbr
the economies of Afiican countries.

18. [:nc'ourttgc.l'Alricart parliaments to stirrt a diaIogue rvith govcrnrnent negotiators and
the civil societ,v- in ordcr to adopt stands that cornpll, r.l,ith the interests of the
countries and the populations of thc AI'rican continent;

19. S'tre.ss'es thut the WTO establishes a clear time table to rernove dornestic and export
subsidies wliich distort competition, improve market access rnodalities, review thc
provisions on special and diffcrential treatment lor developing countries and least-
developed countries rvith a vierv to anticipating longer transition periods;

20. Calls on the developed countries to f'avour a better integration of African countries
into their markets by reducing or removing tariffs anil non-tariffs barriers, and
involve the Afiicarr countries in the basic product price fixing process;

2lr. LIrge.s Afiican parliaments and governnrcnts to take measLlres aimed at encouraging
the production of manufirctured goods and promote intra-Afiican trade through the
developrnent of continental infiastructures in order to speed up the process of the
African integration and implementation of the NEPAD

22. Supports the Cotton Sectoral Initiative presented by Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and
Chad and urges the WTO to speed up the implernentation of compensation measures
for the losses of export revenues of cotton producer countries and other agricLrltural
products while waiting for the removal of the subsidies;

23. Affrms that the objectives pursued by WTO members in terms of environment,
preservation of natural resources, agricultural systems, food quality and safety should
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not justiry domestic support to agriculture to the detriment of an equitable
international trade; flexible multilateral rules should be adopted to take into account
the objectives of food security in African countries.

24. Calls on a African governments to introduce a policy of promotion of executives
through strategy of education, training, and develop."nt of iesearch in order to meet
the needs of the labour markets;

25' Catls also on the African economic communities to harmonise their stands during
international trade negotiations;

26. Urges African parliaments to see to it that the legislation passed comply with the
Agreen:ents adopted and work with the govern*"nts to promote transparency of thewro procedures and the strengthening the technical assistance.
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APU

DRAFT AGENDA FOR 46TH SESSION OF
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

l. Admission and re-admission in the tlniorr

2. Consideration of the implernentation of the decisions and recommendations of
the Cont'erence

3. Examination of the audited Management Account for the financial year 2004

4. Drawing up of the draft agenda tbr the 28tl'Conference

5. Draft agenrla tbr the 47tl' Session of the Executive Clommittee

6. Date and venue for the 47tl' Session o1'the Executive Committee.

l
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I,'rid ir1,,26't'Nrlvc nrlrcr.2004

Arrival and registration of Delegates

Saturd ay,27tl' N01/enrbcr.200-l

45th SESSTON OF THE BXIiCTJ]'IVE COMMITTEE

9.00 a.rn.
10. 15 a.m.

[" ]Vorking Session

l0:45 a.rl

1.00 p nr

Working Session

4.00 p.rn
6:00 p.m

9:00 a. rn

t2:30

- Opening Session
- Coffee Break

Sun it1,, 28thN oventhcr,20{)4

Meeti ng ol' tl,orren parl ianrentar.ians
Break

- Consideration and ad,ptiorr of rlre Dralt r\genda of the
45'h Session of the Flxecritive C.ornrnittce

- Considerntion ol'itenrs orr the a!,:rrcla
Breal<

- Consideration of tlre itern.s on tlrc agcncla (corrtinLiation 
)

- Adjournrnent

Working Session

4:0() p'rn : Consicleration ancl adoption ol'tlrc IicJrorl ol'thc 45'l' Session of rhe
Executive ComnriIec

6:00 p.nr.: closing o{'the .15'l' .Session or'trrc r:xccLrtivc comnrittcc



I'' Irlenirry Session

9:00 a.m
10.00 a.rn
l0:15 a.m.

2"'I Plenary Session

I0:45 a.m

l2:30 p m

Committees

3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.rr.
5:15 p.m
7:00 p.rn.

Resunrption in Com mittees

9:00 a.rn.
I0:30 a.m..
l0:45 a.m.:
i2.30 p.rn.:

3"1 I,lenary Session

3:30 p.rn

5:00 p.rn.:

Closing Session

-i;30 p rn.:

27t1, C}NTIEITEI\CE oII APU

Illondav. 29'r' Novenr lrer 2004

Opening of the 27tl' Conf'erence
Acljournmcnt
Col'fbe IJreak

Work in C'ornmittees
CofIee Break
Debates contirrue ilr Corrrrn ittces
Adjournrnent

Tuesrl:r 0'l'N t,cllt l)e 200.{

- Consideration and adoption of the clraft agenda
- Consideration ol the ifems on the agencia
- Constitution of cornmiftees
Break

Debates resrrr)e in cornnt ittcc.s
Coff'ee Break
Resurnprion
End of rvork in Corrmirtccs

Closing of' lhc 27't' Alri.t Corrlercrrce

\\/crlncsdlv , I't l)e

Il,rcursirtrr

Resurnption i n pl erran, .Sess i{.)lt
- Corrsicleratiorr o[.otlrer iterns on tlre agencja- Consideration of Cornrrrittees Reports- Consiclei-ation and acloprion of Resolutions

Coft-ee [3reak

rsd:r 2,,,1 I)eC hcr'? 04 I)cpartLrrc:;

ct-'nr bc r 200'l



AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY
APU

UNION

45th Session of the Executive Committee
27th Conference

t (Algiers, 27'h Novernber - 1"t December 2004)

I)R.,\F'I' AGIiN D..\
OIyI'l IIi -li r rr q llSS I ON O l,"t-ttE EXII C t /TI VIi CO j\ i,\ H.t..t ll t;.

1. Admissron(s; ancl re-adnrission(s)

2' Conslderation atlcl nttple rle ntation of the recorlrncndatlons .['tlre C,ci.lcr.ence

3 consrdcrati,n a,cr acropti.n o1'the annual u,orrr prograni,c

4 Consicleratir)tr arrcl acloJrtiorr of'rhc l)rafi buclget lbr the llnancial -rcar l00i
5. consrcle.ati,rr and ad.ptron of'the drafi agenda ar-the 27,t, C.onflrcrrcc

6. Dra/i agcrcia l.r thc 4rr'l' .Scssr.n ol'Ihe [.recutiv,e c]ornnrrttec

7. Date arrr-i vcnuc ol'tlre 46,r, .tgq5ro, o/.the Dxecrrtii,e Corntrittcc
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APU
UNION

45th Session of the Executive Comnrittee
' 
27th Conference
(AlEiiers, 27*, November_7,t December 2OO4)

DIIAII-I' TICtrNDZ{ OF'rI TE 271'II CONITI'RI,NC]I|

l. [:lcctron ol.the prcsiclent ol.the Conlbrcnce

2. .Adrnission(s) and rc-aclmission(s)

i f?-cp'rt of'tire chairperson of the Executiv.e Cor,rnir.ee

4 I(epolt ol, ll:e Secretary Cene ral

5 -ilrc pr,rnoti.n of cloocr (i,v,crnance: rore of r\tiica, I)errrarrcnts

6 ltole o1'Afijc,n Parliarnents in tlte pro,oti,. ol'a, eclLrrtabic rrtcr.rrational fracJe

I Reoresentation of Afiican wonten in thc clecision ntaklnq bocjtc:; obstacles anclstra tegie.s

8 L:lcctr., ol'the nrerntrers o'trre i}ecutivc Corrrrrritrcc

9 Darc anci venue ol- rhc 2g,1, Conlcrenc,e.


