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MEMORANDUM

The object of this Bill is .to provide a legal framework for rheharmonization of laws and policies ,.gu.aing the youth in theCommunity. This Bill is premised on ArtiJel2O of the Treaty for theEstablishment of the East.A-frl"un Commrn,rr; in particular seeks toimplemenr the EAC youth policy, ZOlq wh:cni, on lnt"grot componentof the 4th EAC Development Strategy 20|/2012_ 201512016. ThisDevetopmenr Strategy idenrifies ;"; 
-;;;r, 

the inregrarion,strengthening and promotion of policies, Tu*r"unA programmes thatfocus on the development of the youth in ;he C;mmunity.

This Bill recognizes that the partner states have in place diverse lawsand policies regarding the youth in their territories. This Bi, therefore isan attempt to uniformalise the laws and regulations pertaining the youthin the Community.



For tlris purposc trre Bill sccks r. esrabrish the Easr African youth
Council within the East African Comnrunity, to providc fbr itsc.nrp.sitior, objccts and functions, acrmin istration, I'inances and t.
provide lor other matters related thcrcto.

HON. SUSAN NAKAWUKI,
Member East African l,egislative Assembly.
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.fHE 
EAS'I'AFRICAN COMMUNITY YOUTH COUNCIL

B[LL,20t7.

A Bill for an Act

ENTITLED

THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY YOUTH
COUNCIL ACT,2OI7.

An Act to establish the East African Youth Council within
the Community, to provide flor its composition, objects and
functions and to provide for other related matters.

Etncreo by the East African Community and assented to by
the Heads of State

Panr I - PnEr-rMrNARy

l. This Act may be cited as the East African Community
Youth Council Act,2017 and shall come into force on such
date as the Council may, by notice published in the Gazette
appoint.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Chairperson" means the chairperson of the East
African youth Council executive committee
elected under section 5;

"Community" means the East African Community
established by Article 2 of the Treatyi
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East Africun Conmruttity Youth Coutrcil Bill,2017

"Conference" means the East African youth
delegate's conference established under section
t3;

"Council" means the East African Youth Council
established under section 5;

"Council of Ministers" means
Ministers established
Treaty;

by
the Council of

Article 9 of the

"diaspora" means youth living outside the
Community irrespective of their citizenship
and who remain committed to contribute to the
development of the Community;

"observer status" means entitlement conferred upon a
foreign country, intergovernmental
organization or civil society organization to
send observers on invitation to the meetings of
the organs of the Community;

"Partner States" means the Republic of Burundi, the

Republic of Kenya, the Republic of Rwanda,
the Republic of South Sudan, the United
Republic ofTanzania, the Republic of Uganda,
and any other country granted membership to
the Community under Article 3 of the Treaty;

"youth" means every person between the ages of
fifteen and thirty five years;

"youth committee" means a youth committee
established in respect of each youth council;

"Treaty" means the Treaty for the Establishment of
the East African Community.

4
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3. Thc objectivcs of the Council are to-

(a ) guidc rhc Community on the planning,
implcmentation. monitoring and evaluation of
programmcs rvhile assuring sustainable social,
economic and political development;

(l)) mainstream youth issues in all development
policies and programmes in the Community;

(<r/ provide a regional platform through which the
youth can present their concerns at the policy
level, and in the process maintain a routine and
institutionalized interaction with the Secretary
General, and dialogue with governments of the
Partner States;

(d) prescribe strategic priority areas and actions to
guide the implementation and address youth
challenges so as to fully participate and benefit
in all facets of development in the Community;

(e) establish a regional mechanism that will promote
and sustain youth culture, values, morals and
ethics; and implement mechanisms outlined in
the youth policy;

(/) ensure that the youth are accorded proportionate
recognition and participation at all stages in all
regional development activities during the
integration process; and

(g) empower the youth so thar they can fully
participate and benefit from the regional
economic, social and political integration.

Ob.lectivcs
of the
Council

.5
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Cu iding
valucs ()f
thc Council

4.
valucs

Thc Council shall be guided by rhc fbllowing

(a) ethics and integrity among members;

(D) transparency and accountabiliry in the line of
Council work;

(c) objectivity and impartiality of all parties to rhe
Council;

(d) tolerance and unity in diversity; and

(e) any other values that may be determined by the
Annual Youth Conference.

Panr II - CoNSTrrurroN or rns CouNcrL

5. ( l) There is established a council to be known as the
East African Youth Council.

(2) The Council shall consist of-
(a) three persons elected from the National Youth

Councils of each Partner State through their
annual youth conference, where at least one
person shall be of either gender;

(b) one person from each Partner State representing
the civil society;

(c) one person representing persons with disabilities,
elected through their umbrella organisations at
the Partner State level;

(d) one person from each Partner State representing
the private sector:
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(c) one lcl)rcscntativc from institutions ol Itigher
lcarning, elcctcd through thc national student

unrbrclla association of the l)artncr Statc; and

(f) one representative from the ministry responsible

for youth affairs.

(3) No gender shall occupy more than two thirds of
the representative positions per Partner State.

(4) The Council of Ministers shall prescribe the
procedure of nominating any of the representatives to the
Council.

(5) If for any reason any of the Partner States cannot
elect its representatives promptly, the Council shall be

constituted, provided that at least two thirds of the Partner
States are represented.

6. The functions of the Council shall be to- Funclions of
rhe Council

(a) ensure full implementation of the youth policy of
the Community;

(b) represent and promote the interests of the youth
policy of the Community;

(c) influence government policies to improve the
lives of the youth;

(d) foster the interests of the youth in the integration
process of the Community;

(e) disseminate information to various stakeholders
and the media on regional integration issues
pertaining youth in the Community;

7
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(g) av ail opportunities for the
participate in the activities t
and research among others;

(fl provide a unilicd and inregratcd sysrem rhrough
which the youth rnay communicate an<j
coordinate thcir ideas and activitics:

youth to direcrly
hrough inrernships

(h) ensure the active and eff'ective representation ol
the youth in the sociery as well as in the
national and regional integration processes;

(i/ establish channels through which economic and
social services and amenities may reach the
youth in all areas of the Community through
partnership with the Secroral Council inyouth, children, gender and conrnrunity
development;

(7) encourage the youth to consolidate their role in
development in the economic, social, cultural
and educational fields;

( k) initiate 
.and encourage the formation of youth

organisations and to facilitate communication
among them;

(l) promote relations between youth organisations in
the Partner States and international youth
organisations and other bodies with similar
objects or interests; and

( m) do all such other things as are incidental to or
conducive to the attainment of the objects of
the Council under this Act.

ll
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Pnn.r III - GovERNANCE oF'rHE CoIJNCIL

7. ( I ) The members of the Council shall clect from
arnongst themselves twelve persons. trvo from each Partner
State, kr constitute the Governing Council.

(2) The Governing Council shall have a Chairperson
and iive Vice Chairpersons, each representing a Partner State

not holding the Chair.

(3) The Governing Council which shall meet four
times annually.

(4) The Secretary to the Governing Council shall be

the head of the Secretariat.

(5) In the event that there is change of membership at

the Parlner State level, the position of Chairperson shall
remain in the Partner State for the length of their tenure.

8. (l) The Chairperson of the Governing Council shall
hold office lor a period of one year.

(2) The Chair shall be held on a rotational basis and

shall be from the Partner State consistent with the Chair of the
Summit

(3) The tenure of all the Governing Council members
shall be three years, renewable once.

9. (l) A member of the Goveming Council may resign
his or her office by a thirty days' notice in writing delivered to
the Secretary.

(2) The Governing Council may remove a member of
the council for- -

Thc
Govemance
Council

Tenure of
olnce

Termination
from officc

9



Da.rt AJri<'un (-onttnunilv Youth Coun<'il llill.2ol;

(a) incompetence:

(D) inability to perform the
Governing Council arising
body or mind;

lunct ions ol the
lrorn in I'irrnity of

Filling of
vacancies in
the
GoverninB
Council

(c) misconduct contravening the guiding values of the
Council;

(d) absence without prior permission of the

Chairperson or rvithout reasonable cause fot'
more than four consecutive meetings of the

Governing Council; or

(e) bankruptcy or insolvency.

10. (l) Where a member of the Coverning Council
resigns, dies, is removed from office or is for any other reason

unable to act as a member, the Chairperson shall notify the

Secretary of the vacancy within one month after the

occurence of the vacancy and in turn notify the Council to fill
the vacancy for the remainder of the term of the previous

member.

(2) Where the member of the council referred to is the

Chairperson of the Governing Council, then one of the vice
chairpersons shall notify the Secretary of the vacancy who
shall then cause an election among the Governing Council
members and another member from the Partner State holding
the chair shall be elected to complete the unexpired portion of
the previous Chairperson's term of office.

l0

(3) Where it appears to the Governing Council that
there is cause to remove a member under subsection (2), the
Governing Council shall notify the member concerned in
writing and shall give the member an opportunity to be heard.
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ol'tcchnical urrtl
thc Council ol'

Il. (l) 'l'lrc (iovsy.nipg Council shall lravc a Sccretariat
rvhich shall bc hasctl at the headquat.ters of the Cornrnunity.

Thc
Sccrctaraal

(2) Thc Sccrcrariat shall consist
udrninisrrarivc sul)porr sraff appointed by
M in is ters.

(3) The Secrerariar shall be responsible for therxanagement of thc day today activities of the Governing
Cou nc i l.

(4) Thc members of .staff of the Secrerariat shall bepaid saltrries and allowances as shall be determined by the
Council o(' Ministers.

12. (l) The Council shall form various committees toa.ssist in inrplementing and coordinating the mandate of theL()uncll.

(2) At national level, the activities of the Council
shall be coordinated through the national youth councils of the
rcspect i vc Partner States.

13. (l) There shall be held each year a yourh conf-erence
krrown as the annual East African ytuth ionference which
shall be the supreme policy making organ of the Council.

(2) The Conference shall among other furrctions elect
the Chairperson and members of the Co-r.rning Councit.

Cffdinalion
conrntiIccs

Thc annual
Easr Alrican
Youth
Conlbrcncc

CotllBls il ion
ol lhe
Conltrence

14. The Conference shall consist of_

(a) active memhrs of the Council;

(D/ Chairpersons of the national youth councils,

ll
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(t ) f'enrale youth representatives and secrctaries
general of the youth councils in thc Partncr
Statcs:

(d) tw<t rncr.nbers representing thc youth
National Assemblies of thc Partner
rvhcrc applicable,

in tlie
States

Sources of
finances of
the Council

Remunerati
on of the
members of
thc Council

(e) all current East African Community youth
ambassadors:

(fl ten members of the East African Community
Youth Ambassadors' Platform elected by the
Platform: and

P,qnr IV - FTnANCES oF rHE CouNCtL

15. The sources of finances of the Council shall consist

of-
(a) grants and donations to the Council; and

(b) such other sources as the Council of Ministers
may determine.

(2) The Council shall facilitate members for such

works as may be designated to them from time to time in
accordance with standard applicable principles in the

Community.

t2

(g) chairpersons of all national students associations.

16. (l) With the exception of the technical and
administrative support staff constituting the Secretariat, the

Council shall not award remuneration in salary scale terms to
it's members.
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(3) The allowances payable to rhe rnembers of theG-overning Council shall be detcrminecl ty ii""Lorn.il orM in istcrs.

17. Tlrc Council of Minisrers may nrake rcgulations forthe better imptementation of the ;r.;"1";;;,r,rt a.,.

Penr V - MrscELt_ANUotJs

Rcgulations

tl
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